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Above: An unidentified Iraqi woman casts an absentee ballot Friday at a polling station in
Istanbul, Turkey. Iragis will go to the polls in their homeland Sunday, voting for an interim
275-member national assembly that will write a new constitution for the country. Right: Iraqi
voter Ather Mudhafer of Foster, Va., gives the peace sign after casting his absentee ballot
Friday in New Carrollton, Md. The voters have to give a fingerprint, and the blue ink insures
that they only vote one time.
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Business

Sears-Kmart deal: The waiting

period required under antitrust law

has expired for discount retailer

Kmart Holding Corp.’s planned $11

billion acquisition of the Sears, Roe-

buck and Co. department store chain, the
companies said Friday.

The waiting period under the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements
Act expired at the end of the day Thursday,
the companies said. It is required to allow
the Federal Trade Commission and Depart-
ment of Justice time to examine any anti-
competitive implications of mergers and ac-
quisitions.

The deal, which is expected to close in
early March and create the nation’s
third-largest retailer, is subject to approval
by Kmart and Sears shareholders as well as
other regulatory approvals.

Riggs Bank scandal: Riggs Bank has
pleaded guilty to failing to report suspicious
transactions in the accounts of foreigners, in-
cluding former Chilean dictator Augusto Pi-
nochet, and agreed to pay a $16 million fine.

Inits aggressive courtship of foreign polit-
ical figures to win their banking business,
the old-line Washington, D.C., bank failed to
exercise oversight and aided their illegiti-
mate use of the bank, federal prosecutors
said Thursday.

1t would be the largest criminal penalty
ever imposed on a bank of Riggs’ size, ac-
cording to prosecutors, and comes atop a
record $25 million civil fine levied on the
bank by a Treasury Department agency last
May.

The plea agreement still needs the approv-
al of U.S. District Judge Ricardo Urbina,
who expressed some skepticism about the
penalty’s adequacy at a hearing Thursday.

HealthSouth fraud case: An accountant
who pored over HealthSouth’s books for the
government in its case against fired CEO Ri-
chard Scrushy testified that earnings were
inflated by $2.7 billion from 1996 through
2002.

The false financial statements were not
the result of aggressive accounting practic-
es, as the defense might suggest, said foren-
sic accountant Harvey Kelly.

“It was just flat-out making up numbers,”
he said.

Kelly’s testimony Thursday came after
Scrushy’s defense tried to damage the credi-
bility of a key witness in the government’s
criminal case, HealthSouth co-founder
Aaron Beam.

Scrushy is accused of conspiring with
HealthSouth executives to overstate earn-
ings in order to meet analyst expectations,
boosting company shares and enriching him-
self by millions.

States

Fe -diver suit: A diver who drifted
for five hours after a boat crew left him at
sea has sued the diving company for $4 mil-
lion.

Daniel Carlock Jr. filed a lawsuit Thurs-
day in Los Angeles Superior Court against
Ocean Adventures Dive Co. and its employ-
ees, accusing them of negligence, inflicting
emotional distress and fraud.

Carlock, 46, alleges Ocean Adventures
left him off Santa Catalina Island on April
25, 2004, then lied about his location, delay-
ing his rescue for five hours. He was eventu-
ally rescued by Boy Scouts in the area.

Wash. chemical fire: Martha Landa holds her six-month-old son, Alexander, near their cots

at a Red Cross shelter in the Sunnyside (Wash.) Communty Center on Thursday. A chemical
fire continued to smolder Thursday in Grandview, Wash., where about 100 homes remained
evacuated due to potentially toxic smoke.

World

Deadly-doctor investigation: A judge on
Thursday identified up to 15 new victims of
Britain’s worst serial killer Harold Ship-
man, bringing the total number of people
killed by the family doctor to about 250. The
government said it will review patient safe-

.

Judge Janet Smith, who heads an inquiry
into Shipman’s crimes, said that he killed up
10 15 patients while working as a trainee doc-
tor at Pontefract General Infirmary in north-
ern England between 1971 and 1974.

Shipman, who committed suicide in his
prison cell last year, was convicted in 2000
of killing 15 other patients while working as
a family physician in Hyde, near Manches-
ter in northern England.

In its first report, the inquiry determined
that he had killed at least 200 more over a pe-
riod of 23 years.

Casablanca terror attack: Italy’s top crim-
inal court has blocked the extradition to Mo-
rocco of a terror suspect alleged to have
been involved in the 2003 Casablanca sui-
cide bombing, news reports said Thursday.

Mohammed Rafik, a Moroccan who has
lived in Italy since 1998, was arrested in Oc-
tober 2003 with two other Moroccan men.
They were all alleged to have ties to the Mus-
lim extremist movement Salafia Jihadia,
which Moroccan officials have blamed for
the Casablanca attack.

Rafik has denied the charges.

Kosovo war crimes: A Serb army general
sought by the U.N. war crimes tribunal for
alleged atrocities committed in Kosovo will
surrender voluntarily, the government said
Friday, amid intense pressure to hand over
him and others from the United States and
the European Union.

Gen. Vladimir Lazarevic, a military com-
mander in Kosovo during the 1999 war in
the province, will surrender to the tribunal
in The Hague, Netherlands, by the end of
next week, said a government statement.

The statement added that Lazarevic
agreed to surrender after a meeting with
Serbia’s Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica.
Lazarevic reportedly told Kostunica that he
was innocent but that it was his duty to
“help his country.”

Afghan election: President Hamid Karzai
on Friday urged organizers of Afghanistan’s
parliamentary election to hold the vote this
spring, but acknowledged an uphill struggle
to keep the country’s democratic transition
on schedule.

Afghans are supposed to elect members
for a National Assembly in April or May,
though most observers expect a delay be-
cause U.N. and Afghan organizers are not
ready. Foreign Minister Abdullah said
Thursday the vote could be postponed until
summer.

The election would complete a U.N.-spon-
sored process to restore the Afghan political
system begun after a U.S. bombing cam-
paign drove out the former Taliban govern-
ment at the end of 2001.

Terror arrests in Pakistan: Police arrest-
ed 23 Afghans in raids in the Pakistani bor-
der city of Quetta on suspicion of links with
Taliban and Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida
network, officials said Friday.

The suspects, who included a former dep-
uty governor and ex-police chief in Kabul,
were captured from three neighborhoods of
the city late Thursday and were being inter-
rogated, said Chaudhry Mohammed Yaqub,
the police chief in southwestern Bal-
uchistan province, of which Quetta is the
capital.

He said the detainees had held “impor-
tant positions during Taliban’s tenure” in Af-
ghanistan, and “we suspect that some of
them have close links with al-Qaida.”

Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Israel’s army
chief ordered troops to halt operations in
the Gaza Strip on Friday and to scale back
raids in the West Bank, as hundreds of Pales-
tinian police deployed in the volatile central
and southern parts of the territory.

The army chief, Lt. Gen. Moshe Yaalon,
said Israeli troops could only go after mili-
tants with his approval. The order would sig-
nificantly limit Israeli military action
against extremist groups — but was still
short of a public declaration of a cease-fire
sought by Palestinians to seal a truce with
militants.

“We call upon the Israelis to announce a
full stop of violence against Palestinians ev-
erywhere, to match our commitment to stop
violence against Israelis everywhere,” Pal-
estinian Cabinet minister Saeb Erekat said.
Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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U.S. patients urged to use on-

In an emergency, calling Italians directly
can complicate care, hospital officials say

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Some Americans liv-
ing in Italy don’t know they can dial 118 for
emergency ambulance care.

In part, that's by design.

Medical and security officials of Naval
Support Activity, Naples, don’t advertise
it, and actually prefer
Americans to call the
base-run emergency
phone number, even
if it’s to dispatch an
Italian  ambulance,
hospital spokesman
Chlef Mike Harper

&k [ you are a patient
who doesn’t speak
Italian and you call
118, you will have

of 911 if on base or 081-568-4911 off base.
But Americans should be educated to
all options available to them, in case they
need to make an educated choice, said
68-year-old Dick Clark, the recipient of
Ttalian emergency medicine in Novem-
ber 2001 after a car plowed into him as he
was riding a mountain bike about a
half mlle from his

As ‘a former senior
master chief, and then
civilian security guard
working at NSA Na-
ples, he was aware of
the 118 system.

“But many others

sai . .
i some language aren’t. They don't
We don’t try to . guag know about it, and they
have ~the patients barriers there.9¥ should,” said Clark,
self-diagnose,”  he who suffered four bro”

said. The Navy-run
Alarm Control Center
and the base hospital’s
emergency room are staffed with profes-
sionals who can help determine what level
of care a patient might need, and if an Ital-
ian ambulance is determined to be what’s
needed, they can dispatch one out, Harper
said.

“If you are a patient who doesn’t speak
Italian and you call 118, you will have
some language barriers there,” he said, cit-
ing a primary reason base officials prefer
Americans to call the U.S. emergency line

Chief Mike Harper
hospital spokesman

ken ribs and a col-
lapsed lung in the
crash. A bystander
called 118 and an ambulance crew rushed
Clark to S. Maria Della Grazie in Pozzuoli.
He said he received exceptional emergen-
cy care from the ambulance crew and the
surgeons and intensive care unit staff at
the Italian hospital.

Unlike the U.S. emergency phone sys-
tem, Italy has separate numbers for differ-

‘SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes
Former senior chief petty officer Dick Clark,
68, credits Italy's emergency 118 service
with saving his life after a 2001 accident
and thinks Americans should be informed of
the emergency telephone service.

gency hot line is active 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, and networked with
hospitals that will dispatch ambulances
closest to an emergency patient's location.

ent services. The
number for Carabinieri is 112, police is 113
and fire is 115. The national medical emer-

crews determine what hospital
facility is best to aid the patient.
‘When 118 is dialed from any fixed or

base numbers

mobile telephone in Italy, a medical oper-
ations center responds that is staffed by
physlclans or emergency-trained person-

Much ado was made over the opening of
the $42 million U.S. Naval Hospital on the
family support complex in Gricianano in
July 2003, but the 180,000-square-foot facil-
ity amounts to “little more than a big clin-
ic,” said one hospital employee who asked
not to be identified.

While the hospital has an emergency
room, it does not have facilities to treat seri-
ous trauma cases or a cardiologist for heart
attacks, for example, Harper said.

Services available at the hospital in-
clude an allergy clinic, audiology clinic,
behavioral health clinic, counseling and
assistance center, dental clinic, education-
al and developmental intervention servic-
es, family practice clinic, immunization
clinic, internal medicine clinic, military
sick call, obstetrics/gynecology clinic,
ophthalmology/optometry clinic, orlhope»
dic clinic, pediatric clinic, physical exami-
nations, physical therapy, surgery clinic
and travel medicine, according to a list-
ing Harper provided.

If an American is taken to an Italian hos-
pital, the receiving hospital usually notifies
U.S. officials and one of the hospital’s three
lranslalurs are sent out if needed, Harper

aid.

“They give us a call and we bring in our
liaison staff right away,” he said.

In the event a liaison officer isn’t sent, pa-
tients can call the hospital quarterdeck at
DSN 629-6155 or commercial 081-811-
6155.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Hanau, Camp Darby
commissaries take

top honors in

Europe

6
,,muml
HOURS

oo - 2000

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

When it comes to grocery shop-
ping, Camp Darby, Italy, and
Hanau, Germany, apparently are
the places to go in Europe.

The Defense Commissary
Agency-Europe announced
Thursday that its
stores at the two

Hanau, which opened on Wolf-
gang Casern in 1986, was selected
as the top large commissary. The
facility is much older than stores
in locations such as Heidelberg,
Mannheim and Vogelweh.

Store director Riccardo Lief-
fort said the appearance of the
building plays only a small part in
the judging. Cus-
tomer satisfaction

locations  have Kk EVery store  geed  through
been honored as . surveys, depart-
the best in Eu  would like to TS (O
rope. They’ll now " ment reviews,
compete against have a best product displays
the top commis- large or best and  managing
saries from the Pa- costs also play a
cific to determine small role.

the best stores out- . The store’s an-
side the States. commaissary nual sales of $15.6

Michael Dowl-
ing, the director
of DECA-Europe,
said the designa-
tions are signifi-

“Every  store
would like to have
a best large or
best small commissary trophy in
their trophy case,” he said in a re-
lease.

Both stores have won numer-
ous awards over the years and
each is managed by a longtime
DECA employee.

trophy in their
trophy case.9?

Michael Dowling
cant. director, DECA-Europe

million ranked be-
hind only four
other commissar-
ies in Europe, Lief-
fort said. Its 91
American and
local national em-
ployees also are
responsible for operations in
Gelnhausen and Biidingen.

Lieffort, who has worked for
DECA since 1976, said the Hanau
community should be proud of
the designation.

“We don’t always get much of
the spotlight here,” he said, com-

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

The commissary in Hanau, Germany, was named best large commissary in Europe by DECA-Europe.

pared to larger military communi-
ties in Germany.

The spotlight seemingly is al-
ways shining on the commissary
at Camp Darby, which seems to
win small category commissary
honors every year.

“No, not every year,” said store
director Giuseppe Ricci, with a
laugh.

Darby, a small base whose pop-

ulation grows with American
tourists in the summer, is the
only one of 59 DECA facilities in
Europe that has a work force en-
tirely made up of local national
employees. Its 27 Italian employ-
ees sell about $2.7 million worth
of products annually.

Ricci, who has been working at
the store since 1991, is the first
Italian to manage the store. He de-

scribes the secret to the store’s
success in one word: “Team-
work.”

Lieffort is well aware of the his-
tory of success at Darby. He was
the store manager there in 1994
when it earned best small com-

missary honors outside the
States.

E-mail Kent Harris at:

harrisk@mail.est .0sd.mil
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General: Families
a valuable resource

During deployment, spouses at home
urged to take care of each other

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF LAKENHEATH, England
— The 48th Fighter Wing com-
mander urged families to look out
for one another while more than
1,100 members of the wing are de-
ployed to various countries in the
Middle East.

During a town hall meeting
Thursday evening, Brig. Gen.
Mark T. Matthews told spouses of
deployed airmen to watch for any-
one having a tough time during
the separation.

“If you see someone who needs
some help, help them,” he said. “I
don’t want anyone left out.”

This month’s departure of
troops marks the third time the
wing has deployed in Matthews
18 months as commander. Each
time, he said, he worries more
about the people left behind than
the folks downrange, he said, and
urged the spouses to keep an eye
on them as well.

“These are the people who
have to pick up the workload
while your spouses are de-
ployed,” he said. “Talk to your
peers. ‘How’s your husband? ”

‘The meeting followed a month-
ly free supper for spouses and
families of deployed troops at the
Knight's Table dining facility. Sev-
eral groups on base take turns
providing the meal under the aus-
pices of the Family Support Cen-
ter. About 200 meals were served
Thursday evening.

Matthews answered quesnons
and talked about upcoming
events on the base for one hour,
highlighting programs for spous-
es and children offered on the
base.

“We're one team and we consid-
er family members part of that
team,” the general
said.

Nancy Adams,
who  coordinates
child care at the
base, discussed
the various pro-
grams on base for
child care, includ-

&k /7 you see
someone who
needs some
help, help

RON JENSEN/Stars and Sripes.

Trinity Cobb, 3, eats a spaghetti
dinner Thursday at the Knight's
Table dining hall on RAF Laken-
heath, England. The daughter of
Staff Sgt. Jhamie and Staff Sgt.
Mitchell Cobb, she attended a
free meal for spouses and family
members of deployed troops. A
town hall meeting followed.

port Group, said the problem will
ease somewhat when the base ex-
change reopens at RAF Laken-
heath next month, allowing the
temporary facility at
Feltwell to close.

e amount of traffic will sig-
nificantly reduce,” he said.

He also said plans are being
drawn up to construct a new en-
trance at the base to pull more
traffic off the road during identifi-
cation checks.

Matthews  re-
minded the group
that the base is
one of three in the
running for the
Air Force Installa-
tion of Excellence
Award. The team

ing one called Ex- them. ¥y of inspectors will
tended Duty Care i be on the base in
for when spouses Brig. Gen.  two weeks and

have classes or
doctor  appoint-
ments and no one
to look after chil-
dren.

When a mother of teenagers
asked about activities for that age
group, the general turned the
floor over to Laurel Edgar, who
coordinates such things on the
base. She said events are held
each month for teens, including a
shopping trip to London next

onth.

“We would love to see a lot
‘more participation,” she said.

Some questions strayed from
the deployment to other issues.
One person asked about the safe-
ty of traffic lining up on the road
at the entrance to RAF Feltwell.
She said a car passing the line
nearly hit her as she left the base.

Col. Neal McElhannon, com-
mander of the 48th Mission Sup-

Mark T. Matthews

the general asked

48th Fighter Wing Ez‘e’gle e
commander  tdy. The award is
$1 million.

“I think we have a great shot,”
he said. “In fact, I expect to win
it”

The base received $100,000 for
winning the award at the U.S. Air
Forces in Europe level. The
money is being used to improve
Defender Park near the shop-
pette and gas station, he said.

Some spouses spoke up to
praise the effort of the wing dur-
ing the deployment, saying the de-
parture went smoothly and they
are having success making con-
tact with their spouses.

One woman said the mail was
getting to her husband in just a
few days.

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
tr d.mil

~ MiuTARY UPDATE

Tom Philpott

New TRS less than it seems

hirty years ago, Congress decided the na-
tion could no longer afford to offer military
volunteers a robust draft-era GI Bill, so it
VEAP, the most eter-

ans’ education benefit of the last century.

Last year, Congress decided the nation couldn’t af-
ford to open active-duty Tricare benefits to all drill-
ing reservists, so it created Tricare Reserve Select
(TRS). Time will tell if TRS is the reserve health
care equivalent of VEAP, but advocates for reserv-
ists and families fear it might be.

Certainly some reservists among the estimated 20
percent who lacked health care coverage before mo-
bilization will see TRS as a welcome option. Many
more eligibles could find it to be too expensive, too
restrictive and too complex.

“I don't think many will” sign up, said Joyce Wes-
sel Raezer, director of government relations for the
National Military Family Association. “We will all
know better once we see the premiums [in late
March]. But a lot of people will ask about it. A lot
will get bogged down in the process and never make
it through. And then some folks will sign up for it
under the impression that it’s the same as Tricare
Prime, and be very unhappy.”

When TRS begins April 26, thousands of Reserve
and National Guard members previously deactivat-
ed from post-9/11 deployments, and thousands
‘more soon to complete will gain ac-

be announced, that will cover 28 percent of TRS
costs. The Congressional Budget Office last year es-
timated member-only premiums at $50 a month and
family at $183.

TRS users also will pay the usual Tricare Stan-
dard fee:
They will not be eligible for Tricare Prime, the mil
tary managed-care program, or have access to mil
tary treatment facilities or base pharmacies. They
will be eligible to get discounted drugs through mail
order and Tricare’s network of commercial pharma-
cies.

TRS also won’t include many “extras” of Tricare
Standard, such as the Program for Persons with Dis-
abilities, which provides financial help for families
impacted by mental retardation or a serious physi-
cal disability.

Reservists must decide to enroll in TRS before
leaving active duty, which likely will mean making
quick decisions at de-mobilization sites. If they de-
part without a “preliminary” TRS agreement, eligi-
bility expires.

Most deployed reservists and families are eligible
for Tricare for six months after mobilization. Con-
gress made that temporary postmobilization benefit
permanent last year. TRS coverage will start after
transition coverage, so on the 181st day after leaving
active service.

By then, TRS applicants must have a final TRS

ith their services, which would involve

cess to a scaled-down version of Tricare Standard,
the fee-for-service insurance plan.

To qualify, they must have been mobilized under
contingency orders of 30 days or longer and have
served at least 90 days’ continuous active service.
For every 90 days served, they will be eligible for a
year of TRS. So a year's continuous deployment
could qualify them for four years of TRS coverage,
for members and their families.

Coverage comes at a cost, however. Members
must make a binding agreement to remain in the Se-
lected Reserve for the duration of TRS coverage.
They also will pay monthly with rates to

finding a Selected Reserve unit that needs the re-
servist for the duration of TRS coverage. If a
four-year contract is sought, but the service can
guarantee only two years in drill status, the TRS
final agreement must be reduced to two years.

Raezer described the sign-up process as “Byzan-
tine.

“It’s ‘Do this here — and this here — at this time.’
All these little steps. And the personnel system has
to work with the health care system or the whole
thing falls apart.”

To comment, write Military Update, P.0. Box 231111, Centre-
ville, VA 20120-1111, e-mail milupdate@aol.com or visit

Keeping spirits high with song

Members of Company A, 94th Engineer Battalion (Heavy), from left, Spc. Douglas Gibson, Spc. Anthony
Pryor (seated) Pfc. Monica Mendoza and Pic. Afreka Tinsley find time for one more lighthearted song
Friday, while fellow soldiers bade farewell to spouses and children before the unit's pre-dawn departure
from Hohenfels, Germany, on a yearlong deployment to Iraq.

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes
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Web site helps to deliver
packages to ‘any soldier’

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

‘WASHINGTON — Marty Horn
understood the security concerns
behind the Department of De-
fense’s decision to stop
care packages to “any
soldier” being sent to
Iraq and Afghanistan.

But he still wanted to
help, so he has spent
the last year fine-tun-
ing a Web site that fol-
lows the restrictions
and still get supplies
overseas.

“I had 20 years in the
Army; I'm aware of the
system and the hassles
with getting mail overseas,” Horn
said. “But people across America
and the world are saying, °
want to do something to help &he
troops.’ I think this provides a con-
duit for them.”

In 2001, Department of De-
fense officials banned anony-
mous care packages being sent
overseas — including the popular
“Any Servicemember” program
touted by the likes of Ann
Landers — after problems with
anthrax and hoax chemical at-
tacks in the U.S. postal system.

But Horn’s site, www.anysol
dier.com, allows troops to volun-

teer as a distributor for anony-
mous care packages, by asking
donors to send items under the
volunteers’ names to “any sol-
dier.”

It connects citizens and over-

&k But people across America and
the world are saying, ‘We want
to do something to help the
troops.” I think this provides a

conduit for them.9y

Marty Horn

seas servicemembers through an
online bulletin board, where the
military personnel can request
items such as batteries, work
gloves or potato chips.

The site has grown dramatical-
ly over the last year; Horn esti-
mates nearly 46,000 overseas ser-
vicemembers have received care
packages through the site over
the last 12 months.

“It's not just Americans who
want to support our people fight-
ing; it's from all over the world,”
he said. “The people in Australia
have been amazingly supportive.
It's just great to see.”

Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — A soldier
stationed with the 2nd Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment was
found guilty in a general
court-martial Thursday on sev-

lowances, reduction in rank to
E-1 and a bad-conduct dis-
charge, according to the South-
ern European Task Force (Air-
borne) public affairs office.
Morris pleaded guilty to larce-
ny for taking the two handguns
out of country, violating a U.S.
Army Europe regulation against
carrying knives more than 3 inch-
es in length, and assault by offer.
He was arrested by Italian au-

Vicenza GI guilty
of assault, larceny

thorities in Milan on May 30
after an altercation with an Ital-
ian national during which he
brandished a pair of knives, but
did not actually use them. Police
found the knives and one of the
handguns in his possession at

eral charges,
€ | 3 the time. He
inclding & While in custody, preuti e
S - . ‘months in -
ing a pair of  Jforpis sent @ text  iancustody.
confiscated While  in
‘:,11‘;“1:‘: . Mmessage from his  custody, he
wmed from  coll phONe (0@ Tniksade rom
is leploy- . i
menttoIraq, friend to take DR
Spc. Brad- . ; i
ley Morris,as.  evidence from his (o et
signed to the residence in dence in Vice-
Headquarters nza. He then
:ﬁn mfg:mﬂ: Vicenza. lied to a Crimi-
nal Investiga-
pany, was sen- o i
L tion Command officer who inter-
tenced to three years in prison  yiewed him in Milan about hav-
with forfeiture of all pay and al-  jno the other handgun.

The two 9 mm guns had been
confiscated near Tikrit, Iraq, in
summer 2003 during operations
by the 173rd Airborne Brigade,
‘which spent almost a year in
country. He shipped them back
to Italy in his personal gear.

Morris pleaded not guilty to
obstruction of justice and mak-
ing a false official statement, but
was found guilty at the two-day
court-martial, which concluded
Thursday.

Donors from England and Can-
ada have petitioned him to
launch similar sites for their
countries’ troops, and Horn said
he hopes to coordinate with De-
partment of Defense officials to
keep his program
going after troops
withdraw from Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Horn and his wife,
Sue, launched their ef-
fort while their son,

Army Sgt. Brian
Horn, was deployed
in  2003-04. Brian

Horn is part of the

173rd Airborne Divi-

organizer sion, based in Vicen-
za, Italy.

The parents received little in-
formation of the paratrooper’s
war experience until they stum-
bled upon photos in an October
2003 edition of Stars and Stripes
showing his unit sleeping out-
doors without tents or pillows.
When his parents asked how
they could make him more com-
fortable, Brian asked them to
think of his fellow soldiers, too.

The family began sending two
sets of care packages, one ad-
dressed to “Brian Horn, Attn:
Any Soldier” to share with his
unit. As more friends and family
sent gifts, Brian recruited other

soldiers to act as contacts, dis-
tributing the items as they ar-
rived.

Horn said he expected to re-
cruit about 50 overseas contacts
when he launched the site. After a

year, he has more than 1,100
troops willing to act as distribu-

“They tell us how many male
and female folks they’ll be taking
care of, what they need, and even
post pictures sometimes,” Horn
said. “The Marines who have re-
sponded have been amazing, and
you heard that from an Army

Horn said troops stationed in

Marty Horn, a
20-year Army
veteran and
founder of
www.any
soldier.com,
with his son,
Army Sgt. Brian
Horn. Marty and
his wife figured
out a system to
help others get
packages to
servicemembers
they don’t know.
The Horns want
people to know
that their Web
site system is
available to
anyone to use.

Courtesy to Stripes

other parts of the world have start-
ed to post their requests online
too. Next month he’ll add another
Iraq contact to his list. His son is
scheduled to be redeployed there,
and jokes that everyone in his
unit is already bothering him for
care packages.

“I'm actually a little worried
about the attention he’ll get,”
Horn said. “He’s become so well
known because of this, he is going
to need a whole train for the sup-
port packages for his unit when
he returns.”

For more information, go to:
www.anysoldier.com.
E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Welcome home

Sgt. 1st Class Ron
Jackson, Battery D,
1st Battalion, 33rd
Field Artillery
Regiment, left, and
wife, Lisa, seem to be
in their own world
after Jackson
returned from Iraq on
Tuesday at Warner
Barracks in Bambersg,
Germany. About 19
soldiers from the
Engineer Brigade and
Battery D, 1st
Battalion, 33rd Field
Artillery Regiment
returned home from a
year in Iraq.

RENATE BOHLE!

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Naval Academy Summer Seminar

High school juniors are invited to apply for the
U.S. Naval Academy Summer Seminar 2005. There
are three sessions from which to choose — June 4-9,
June 11-16 and June 18-23.

The cost for the week is $300, which covers room,
board, meals and an Annapolis T-shirt, plus trans-
portation costs. The academy can coordinate trans-
portation from a Washington-area airport, prefera-

rope schools to choose a session that best fits with
the student’s school schedule.

For details, e-mail george.whitbeck@1983.
usna.com. Starting Tuesday, interested persons can
apply at www.usna.edu/admissions.

Soldier guilty of child-porn charges

VICENZA, Italy — A soldier assigned to the 1st
Battalion, S08th Infantry Regiment was found guilty

of receipt and of child por-

Acwrdmg to Marine Lt. Col. George Whnbeck
the contact in Germany for the program, the goal is
for students to visit the U.S. Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Md,, and experience the academic pro-
gram, physical training and life.

nography in a general court-martial.

Pfc. Todd Randolph, assigned to Company B, was
reduced in rank to E-1, ordered to forfeit of all pay
and allowances and sentenced to 13 months in pris-
on.

The Naval Academy would work with DODDS-Eu-

From staff reports
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Iraqi expats

BY DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

SOUTHGATE, Michigan — Joyful tears and fre-
quent applause marked the start of U.S. voting Fri-
day among Iraqi expatriates choosing a new govern-
ment for their homeland.

Votes were cast beginning at 7 am. inside an aban-
doned store in the Detroit suburb of Southgate. Peri-
odically, cheers would erupt from one of the 15 poll-
ing stations.

“We feel happy now. This is like America, this vot-
ing,” said Zoha Yess, 64, who moved to Inkster nine
years ago. “We want fair, good government.”

Nearly 26,000 Iraqi expatriates in the United
States are expected to vote in Iraq’s election. They
are voting in four other U.S. cities: Chicago, Los An-
geles, Washington and Nashville, Tenn. Iraqis also
are voting in 13 other countries, not including Iraq.

In Egypt, dozens of Iraqis cast votes by midday,
even though the country was left off the list of coun-
tries hosting official centers for Iraqis to cast absen-
tee ballots.

Organizers of the virtual poll in Cairo said they
would collect the votes and send them to Jordan to
be counted there by the International Organization
of Migration, the based body ing the

vote for Iraqis living abroad.

Jordan is one of the 14 countries where Iraqis can
officially vote, but the IOM has said it will not recog-
nize any results coming from outside those coun-
tries.

In Stockholm, thousands of exiled Iragis lined up
outside Scandinavian polling stations Friday to vote.

Sweden harbors one of the world’s largest Iragi
exile communities — about 50,000 people — many
of them ethnic Kurds who fled persecution by Sadd-
am Hussein’s former regime.

Voting began Friday at 7 a.m. in Stockholm and
the southern city of Goteborg, where police sur-
veyed the crowd.

For Nuri Berzinji, a Kurd who has lived in Stock-
holm for seven years, voting was a new experience.

“Under Saddam’s rule, Kurds weren’t allowed to
vote,” he said. “This is great for Kurdistan, if we can
get Kurds elected to the Iraqi parliament.”

‘And in Damascus, Syria, where the autocratic gov-
ernment had reservations about hosting the vote,

cast hallots

AP

Ahmed Mohammed of Plano, Texas, holds a handout
suggesting how he and others should vote in the Iraq
elections. Mohammed and members of the Kurdish
Democratic Party in Dallas drove to Nashville, Tenn.,
to register to vote for the election. Nashville is one
of five U.S. cities where Iraqi expatriates can go to
participate in overseas balloting.

Iragis filed into schools and other makeshift polling
stations.

Expatriate Iraqis were voting in 14 countries
around the world, but in the Middle East, the elec-
tion represented a rare exercise in democracy.

Security was tight at the 10 voting stations in Dam-
ascus and its suburbs, with private security guards
frisking voters before they were allowed to enter.

According to the Geneva-based International Or-
ganization for Migration, there are 201,000 Iraqis liv-
ing in Syria, but only 8 percent, or 16,581, have regis-
tered to vote.

The U.S. polls will be open through Sunday, which
is election day in Irag.

A total of 25,946 Iragis registered to vote in the
United States during the Jan. 17-25 regls&rauon peri-
od. The largest portion of those voters were in the
Detroit area, which had 9,714 register.

Voters will select the 275-member assembly that
will draft Iraq’s new constitution.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, Jan. 27, 2005, at least 1,418
members of the U.S. mllltary have died since the
begmmng of the Iraq war in March 2003, accord-
ing to an Associated Press count. At least 1,085
died as a result of hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said.

The figures include three military civilians.

The AP count is nine higher than the Defense
Department’s tally, last updated at 10 am. EST
Thursday.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,280 U.S. military members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That includes at least 976
deaths resulting from hostile action, according to
the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

W A Marine was killed Thursday when insur-
gents launched mortars at a base near Iskanda-
riyah, Irag, about 30 miles south of Baghdad.

W A soldier died Thursday in a gunshot accident
on a base near Tikrit, Iraq.

The latest identifications reported by the De-
fense Department:

B Army Sgt. William S. Kinzer Jr., 27, Hender-
sonville, N.C; died Wednesday in Duluiyah, Iraq,
when a grenade hit his patrol; assigned to the 1st
Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, Schweinfurt, Germany.

W Killed Wednesday in Iraq’s Anbar province;
assigned to the Marine Corps Reserve’s 4th Com-
bat Engineer Battalion, 4th Marine Division,
Lynchburg, Va.: Marine Cpl. Jonathan W. Bowl-

ing, 23, Patrick, Va.; Marine Lance Cpl. Karl R.
Linn, 20, Chesterfield, Va.; Marine Sgt. Jesse W.
Strong, 24, Irasburg, Vt.; Marme Cpl. Christopher
L. Weaver, 24, Fredencksburg Va.

W Killed Wednesday in a helicopter crash near
Rutbah, Iraq; assigned to Marine Heavy Helicop-
ter Squadron 361, Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd
Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Station
Miramar, Calif.: Marine Capt. Paul C. Alaniz, 32,
Corpus Christi, Texas; Marine Capt. Lyle L. Gor-
don, 30, Midlothian, Texas; Marine Staff Sgt. Dex-
ter S. Kimble, 30, Houston.

W Killed Wednesday in a helicopter crash near
Rutbah, Iraq; 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment,
3rd Marine Division, III Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base Hawaii: Marine Lance
Cpl. Jonathan E. Etterling, 22, Wheelersburg,
Ohio; Marine Lance Cpl. Brian C. Hopper, 21,
Wynne, Ark; Marine Lance Cpl. Saeed Ja-
farkhani-Torshizi Jr., 24, Fort Worth, Texas; Ma-
rine Cpl. Sean P. Kelly, 23, Gloucester, N.J.; Ma-
rine Lance Cpl. Allan Klein, 34, Clinton Township,
Mich.; Marine Cpl. James L. Moore, 24, Roseburg,
Ore.; Marine Lance Cpl. Mourad Ragimov, 20, San
Diego; Marine Lance Cpl. Rhonald D. Rairdan, 20,
San Antonio; Marine Lance Cpl. Hector Ramos,
20, Aurora, I11.; Marine Lance Cpl. Darrell J. Schu-
mann, 25, Hampton, Va.; Marine 1st Lt. Dustin M.
Shumney, 30, Vallejo, Calif.; Marine Cpl. Matthew
R. Smith, 24, West Valley, Utah; Marine Lance
Cpl. Joseph B. Spence, 24, Scotts Valley, Calif.

W Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class John D. House,
28, Ventura, Calif ; assigned to Naval Medical Clin-
ic Hawaii, Marine Corps Units Detachment, Pearl
Harbor.

SRAP expands to officers

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — A pro-
gram that allows enlisted servic
members with war-zone expes
ence to go home for two weeks’
TDY to help with recruiting is
being expanded to include offic-
ers.

In late December, officials at
the Army’s recruiting command
at Fort Knox, Ky., decided to ex-
pand the Special Recruiter Assis-
tance Program, or SRAP, to in-
clude enlisted soldiers who have
served in Operations Enduring
Freedom or Iragi Freedom and
are now back in the United States.

The program has been further
expanded to include officers, who
must be age 28 or younger, sta-
tioned in the United States and
veterans of Operations Enduring
Freedom or Iraqi Freedom.

During the 14-day recruiting
duty, SRAP participants put in
two 40-hour weeks working with
personnel in the recruiting sta-
tion nearest their hometown.

Duties may include speaking at

with local media, according to in-
formation provided on the pro-
gram’s Web site, https://www.us-
arec.army.mil/hrap/soldierapp/
control.asp

RAP participants can claim re-
imbursement for travel expenses
and a per diem allowance for
their temporary duty assignment,
or TDY, time.

Once their recruiting obligation
is complete, SRAP participants
whose commanders have given
prior approval may take personal
leave, if they've earned it.

Another option for officers who
want to do recruiting is a
long-standing Army Command
Cadet program called Officer Re-
turning Alumni Program, or
ORAP, which allows an officer to
return to his college alma mater
on permissive TDY status.

But unlike SRAP, this program
isn’t funded, so an officer is not re-
imbursed for time or expenses.

Officers  interested  should
e-mail their completed applica-
tions directly to Maj. Mark Van
Hout, retennuns officer for Cadet
Command,

VanhoulMD@l 'USACC.army.mil.

college and events, as
well as participating in interviews

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Soldier info card
EDO appear completely
NEUTRAL in all matters relat-
ing to the Iraqi Elections.

repare to step
ack on Sunday

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
AND JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

RAMADI, Iraq — U.S. troops
in Iraq have have been instrumen-
tal in attempting to stabilize the
country before Sunday’s national
elections. But once the polls open,
they will be asked to play a sec-
ondary role.

At polling stations throughout
the country, U.S. troops will pro-
vide the outer cordon of security,
with Iraqi forces guarding the vot-
ing centers. And with political sen-
sitivity about the election process
high, the military has been educat-
ing its soldiers on what they
should and should not say or do in
the run-up to the vote.

“DO appear completely NEU-
TRAL in all matters relating to the
Iraqi Elections,” reads part of a
“Soldier Information Card” dis-
tributed to troops throughout Iraq.

“DON'T appear to dislike any
Iraqi parties or candidates,” it
later advises.

The message started at the top
and worked its way down through
the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
Regiment in Baghdad’s Ka-
dhimiya neighborhood. Battalion
officers down to platoon and
squad leaders were given brief-
ings and shown Powerpoint slides

covering basic election informa-
tion. They then met with the sol-
diers of their platoons and squads.
“Basically, we're not supposed
to support any parties if anyone
asks us any questions,” said Spc.
James Bonanno of Company A’s
1st Platoon.
But, he said, those questions
aren’t normally forthcoming.
“The Iragis don’t usually ask us
questions about the election,” he
said. “They’re more interested in
us than in what’s going on in their
country. I'm sure if I spoke Ara-
bic, they'd probably start a con-
versation about [the elections].”
“The majority don’t speak En-
glish well enough to get into con-
versations,” said . Ralph
Young of 1st Platoon. “The extent
of our are, ‘What's

=
JOSEPH GIORDONO)Stars and Stripes

Soldiers with the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment put up
posters in Ramadi on Jan. 5 urging Iragi citizens to participate in

Sunday'’s elections.

Division’s area of operations,
which covers most of northwest
Baghdad and Abu Ghraib.

Mastrodomenico said that at
one prospective polling site, a
man and his three children who
live nearby approached and
asked if the building was a polling
site and if he should move out for
the elections.

“The blggesl thing when we get

your name, where are you from?’ ”

Staff Sgt. James Mastrodomeni-
co, a squad leader and mortar sec-
tion leader with Company C, said
the information card has come in
handy in his dealings with pro-
spective Iraqi voters, although
most of the questions deal with
election security.

And election security is key in
the battalion’s area.

The 4-31 soldiers have nearly
50 percent of the polling sites in
the 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain

s, ‘Are the elections
going to happen7” he said. “We
tell them, ‘Of course,’ and that
they should get out and have their
voices heard.”

Soldiers with the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, a 2nd Infantry Di-
vision unit that deployed from
South Korea to Iraq, are responsi-
ble for polling stations in the res-
tive city of Ramadi, where insur-
gents and U.S. forces clash nearly
every day.

In recent days, the soldiers
have been patrolling with Iragi

Troops foil poll attack

Pennsylvania National Guardsmen joined with
Iragi soldiers to foil an insurgent plan to bomb a poll-
ing place near Tikrit, Iraq, last weekend, according

to a news release.

The soldiers from Company A of the 1st Battalion,
112th Infantry Regiment and the 201st Iraqi Army
Battalion stopped a car carrying an Iraqi policeman
and another man at the checkpoint in Kadasia on Jan.

22, the release said.

In the car, the soldiers found 120 mm artillery
round wired as a homemade bomb. When ques-

tioned, the men confessed they had intended to
plant it at a nearby polling site, according to the re-
lease. An explosive-ordinance disposal team came

to the site and destroyed the bomb.

From staff reports
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forces. They have largely found it
easier to let the Iraqis hand out
the election material, both be-
cause of the language barrier and
the perception the Iraqis are lead-
ing the process.

“To see the Iraqi soldiers here
is really good for the people. And
it shows them that we are work-
ing toward a point where Iraqis
will eventually be responsible for
their own security,” said 2nd Lt.
Tad Tsuneyoshi, a platoon leader
with Company C, 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment.

At traffic checkpoints and dur-
ing cordon-and-search opera-
tions, the Iragi troops are the
ones encouraging the Iragis to
vote. At times, though, the advan-
tages of having Iragi troops are
lost in the enthusiasm for the up-
coming elections.

The Iragis, not bound by the
same rules as the Americans, are
more than willing to debate poli-

W DO hand out Independent
Electoral ~Commission  of
Trag-approved election infor-
mation materials when Iraqis
ask you about Iraqi Elections.

W DO refer Iragis with elec-
tion questions to their local In-
dependent Election Commis-
sion of Iraq office (when estab-
lished) or www.iecirag.org.

mDO follow published
Rules of Engagement (ROE).

WDO report all observed
“political” gatherings to your
chain of command.

mDO follow unit SOPs re-
garding contact with the
media.

W DO continue to follow all
Force Protection

DON'Ts:

EDON'T appear to favor
any Iraqi parties or candidates
(remain neutral).

WDON'T appear to dislike
any Iraqi candidate or 6

EDON'T enter into “politi-
cal” debates about elections.

W DON'T gather near regis-
tration or polling centers UN-
LESS directed to do so by your
chain of command.

EMDONT interfere with
Iraqi political gatherings.

WDONT interfere with
media coverage of Iraqi elec-
tions.

Source: Department of Defense

tics with their countrymen, often
at length, resulting in a slowdown
of operations.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

E-mail Jason Chudy at: chudyl@
mail.estripes.osd.mi

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said in an interview with
The New York Times on Thurs-

asked, but that

ably will be in a

position of re-

sponsibility after these elec-

tions, although you never

know,” Bush told the Times.

“But it seems like most of the
ip there

President Bush

President Bush: U.S. ready
to leave Iraq if leaders ask

matter of principle, the United
States would pull out of Iraq at
the request of a new government,
he said: “Absolutely. This is a sov-
ereign government. They're on

day that he ent. They!
would withdraw

American forces ki [M]ost of the ef‘sm;? e
from Irag if the .

new govemment  Leadership there  minisuwation
clected Swnday  ynderstands ~ lar pledges, but

. this was the
T sl that there will fist time M
i Bush did so.
oo s be a need for The president
i acknowledged

r(’)a“‘re‘gfm;mps coalition troops — inat ma“y,g,aqis
helper no 25 at least until %“,}}[e"fg’{:ﬂe;’;:
“Ive.you  [raqis are able {5, GORNE
know, heard the . gh he
voices of the peo- to fight.7y stoEped short ;I)f
ple that presum- endorsing  the

view of a grow-
ing number of
Republicans that the sheer size of
the American presence in Iraq
was worsening the violence by
presenting insurgents with a
large target.

that there will be a need for coa-
lition troops at least until Iragis
are able to fight.”

He did not say who he expect-
ed would win. But asked if, as a

question also
that I think a lot of Iragis under-
stand — and I do, too — is how
do we make sure the Irag citi-
zens view U.S. troops as helpers,
not as occupiers,” he said.
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Officials:

BY ROBERT H. REID
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — With crucial national elec-
tions only two days away, Iraqi officials an-
nounced the arrests of three more purport-
ed lieutenants of Abu Musab al-Zarqgawi, in-
cluding the Jordanian terror mastermind’s
military adviser and chief of operations in
Baghdad.

Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh
told reporters that U.S. and Iraqi authori-
ties were closing in on al-Zarqawi, head of
al-Qaida’s affiliate in Iraq who is believed
responsible for many of the car-bombings,
kidnappings and decapitations of foreign-
ers in Iraq.

Despite Saleh’s assurances, al-Zarqawi’s
group posted a new Web message Friday
warning Iragis that they could get hit by
shelling or other attacks if they approach
polling stations, which it called “the cen-
ters of atheism and of vice.”

Insurgents Killed five American soldiers
in separate attacks Friday in Baghdad and
blasted more polling stations across the
country, sending a message that if Iragis
suffer deaths and injuries on election day,
“you have only yourselves to blame.”

5 GIs killed in bombings; U.S. helo crashes

A US. Army OH-58 Kiowa helicopter
crashed Friday night in southwestern
Baghdad, U.S. officials said. There was no
word on the fate of the crew. Four Iragi po-
lice were killed in a car bombing in Bagh-
dad.

Sunni Arab extremists have vowed to dis-
rupt Sunday’s national elections, in which
Iragis will choose a 275-member National
Assembly and provincial councils in the
country’s 18 provinces.

Officials fear a low turnout in Sunday’s
vote could tarnish the legitimacy of the new
government.

In Baghdad, U.S. Ambassador John Ne-
groponte insisted some Sunnis will turn out
to vote. “Sunnis don’t only live in some of
these beleaguered provinces, they live here
in Baghdad, they live in other parts of the
country,” Negroponte said on CBS’s “The
Early Show.” “I think you're going to see
participation across the board.”

Nevertheless, opposition to the election
appears strong in Sunni areas, and many
voters there are expected to stay away, ei-

ther out of disgust over the process or fear
of the insurgents.

Insurgents, meanwhile, stepped up their
own attacks, killing the five American sol-
diers in three separate strikes in northern,
western and southern Baghdad, according
to the U.S. command. More than 1,411 U.S.
troops have been killed in Iraq since fight-
ing began in March 2003.

American troops and insurgents ex-
changed fire on a major Baghdad thorough-
fare. The crackle of gunfire could be heard
over the noon call to prayer. U.S. fighter
jets thundered through the skies over Bagh-
dad throughout the morning in a show of
force against the militants.

Those measures, however, have not been
enough to stop the violence. A suicide car
bomber exploded his vehicle Friday in
Baghdad’s Doura neighborhood, killing
four Iraqi policemen. Hours later, another
car bomb exploded on the neighborhood’s
‘main road, damaging a school where voters
are to cast ballots Sunday. No one was hurt.

Elsewhere, insurgents hit designated poll-

Three al-Zarqawi leaders arrested

ing centers in at least six major cities across
the country. Gunmen attacked a school to
be used as a polling station in Kirkuk, kill-
ing one policeman, officials said.

southern Iraq, a roadside bomb hit an
Traqi police vehicle, killing one officer and
wounding three others, said police Lt. Col.
Karim al-Zaydi. The attack occurred in the
town of Zubair, south of the port city of
Basra.

Also Friday, insurgents shelled a U.S. Ma-
rine base south of Baghdad, injuring three
American troops and three civilians, the
military said.

The arrested al-Zarqawi associates in-
cluded Salah Suleiman al-Loheibi, the head
of his group’s Baghdad operation, who met
with al-Zarqawi more tl 40 times over
three months, said Qassim Dawoud, a top
security adviser to Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi.

Dawoud said Ali Hamad Yassin al-Is-
sawi, another associate, was also captured.
Dawoud said the two arrests took place in
mid-January but gave few details.

Also captured was al-Zargawi’s military
adviser, a 31-year-old Iraqi named Anad
Mohammed Qais, 31, said Deputy Prime
Minister Barham Saleh.

Iraq polling stations take shape despite resistance

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
AND TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

The massive, wide-ranging security ef-
fort by U.S. and Iraqi troops for Sunday’s
historic elections rounded into shape Fri-
day, even as sporadic fighting continued in
flashpoint cities throughout the country.

In Ramadi, U.S. forces said they have es-
tablished 10 polling stations throughout
the city — five manned by U.S. Marines
and five by Army troops of the 2nd Bri-
gade, 2nd Infantry Division. Security in-
side the polls will be provided by Iraqi
troops.

By late Friday, U.S. military officials
said insurgents attacked several of the poll-
ing stations with weapons ranging from
mortars to sniper fire to rocket-propelled
grenades. Insurgent snipers wounded one
U.S. soldier and an Iragi Special Police
commando Friday at different polling sta-
tions, officials said.

Roadside bombs were detonated near
several joint patrols in the city, but no casu-
alties were reported.

U.S. and Iraqi soldiers began construct-
ing the actual voting mechanisms Friday,
setting up ballot boxes, registration tables
and metal detectors to screen voters. Mem-
bers of the Independent Electoral Commis-
sion of Iraq, who will run the vote, were on
their way to the polling stations under U.S.
guard, officials said.

At the same time, patrols spread through
the neighborhoods near polling stations,
hoping to disrupt insurgent attacks before
they could be launched. A joint U.S.-Iraqi
patrol in downtown Ramadi — where gun-
fights and bombings are a near-daily occur-
rence — turned up at least one cache of
weapons and explosives Friday.

Soldiers from Company D, 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment found the weap-
ons in a vegetable stand.

Soldiers in Ramadi say the biggest
threat on election day could come from sui-
cide bombers. Soldiers say they have re-
ceived intelligence reports indicating as
many as two-dozen female suicide bomb-
ers from Syria have been deployed in Ra-
madi, ready to strike election sites.

U.S. soldiers have been ordered to carry
gas masks throughout the election for fear
that a chemical agent — anything from
tear gas to a nerve agent — could be used

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

Above: Soldiers with Company D, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment go through a
box of election materials at a polling station in Ramadi, Iraq, on Friday. Security prepara-
tions for Sunday’s vote are largely in place, officials said. Right: Soldiers with Company D

put together a pair of metal detectors to be used at a polling place in Ramat

by insurgents to scare off a potential crowd
of voters.

Will anyone vote?

In the area near Tikrit, Saddam Hus-
sein’s hometown, few would be surprised if
no one cast a ballot.

On Friday, 40 sheiks gathered here,
home to 1st Infantry Division’s 1st Squad-
ron, 4th US. Cavalry Regiment, nick-
named “Quarterhorse Cav.”

The sheiks visited Forward Operating
Base Wilson in nearby Ad Dwar to learn
the mechanics of the election from an Iraqi
voting official.

While the turnout likely will be relative-
ly small and attacks an almost certainty,
participation may be surprising, at least in
certain areas, say soldiers and officers
here.

“The good people will vote,” said Spe.
Jacob Garrison, 22, a Quarterhorse scout.
On daily foot patrols, he said he meets lots

of good people, even in the heart of the
heart of the Sunni Iron Triangle.

Many of the ordinary people in Ad Dwar
like the Americans, “the ones who aren't
shooting at us,” he said.

But a significant number of insurgents
operate in the area,
and during the past
few days, three of 16
voting sites have been
attacked, said Capt.
Paul Krattiger, 31,
Troop C commander.

Al the electoral
commission ~ officials
quit, so Army officials
turned to the sheiks
and local volunteers
were recruited at the
last minute to oversee

Krattiger

voting.
If it fails, “it won't be for a lack of effort.

Not because soldiers weren't trying to

make [the vote] happen,” Krattiger said.

Security will make a difference early
Sunday, Krattiger said. If Iraqis hang back
to see how the day is developing, “and
Al-Jazeera isn’t reporting a lot of vio-
lence,” more may venture out, he said.

In their area of responsibility, the Iraqi
Army may make a huge difference, Garri-
son said. Though 1st ID officials have
given up on local police, Iragi soldiers as-
signed to Wilson have improved drastical-
ly, he said.

People here lived well under Saddam,
Krattiger said. “Some are realizing to live
well again, they’re going to have to vote.”

“We've done everything we can to se-
cure the vote,” Garrison said. Now, sol-
diers will see if their desires and the
dreams of the Iragi people will intersect,
Garrison said: “I want to go home, and they
want a home.”

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil
E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Rice takes oath of office

BY BARRY SCHWEID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Condoleezza
Rice took the oath as secretary of
state — a second time — with Pres-
ident Bush’s assurance to the
‘world that she will lead by “charau-
ter and conviction and wisdom.

Rice pledged, in response, to
use diplomacy to widen the com-
munity of democracy. “You have
given us our mission and we are
ready to serve our great country
and the cause of freedom for
which it stands,” she said.

Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, a neighbor in
Washington’s Watergate apart-
ment building, administered the
137-year-old oath in the State De-
partment’s formal dining room
Friday. Rice’s uncle Alto Ray and
two aunts, Geona Patterson and
Mattie Bonds, held the Bible.

It was her second swearing-in.
The first was in a private ceremo-
ny at the White House Wednes-
day night with White House chief
of staff Andrew H. Card Jr. offici-
ating. Ginsburg praised Rice as a
person of “exceptional talent.”

Both Bush and Rice paid trib-
ute in their remarks to Colin Pow-
ell, who was secretary of state in
Bush’s first term. “All of us ad-
mire and appreciate the service
of Colin Powell,” the president
said.

The Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — A gay
couple wants a federal judge to
overturn state and federal laws
against same-sex marriage, ar-
guing that those laws violate
their civil rights and are equiva-
lent to racial segregation.

Calling gays “the most op-
pressed minority since slavery,”
the couple’s attorney Richard C.
Gilbert on Thursday told U.S.
District Judge Gary Taylor “It
now falls to you to uphold the
principles of liberty.”

Gay couple sues Calif.

The case is one of the few chal-
lenges to bans on same-sex mar-
riage pending in federal court.
Most litigation on the issue is in
the state court system, where ad-
vocates believe they have a bet-
ter chance of success.

The five-hour hearing focused
on such basic questions as the
purpose of marriage, the defini-
tion of discrimination and wheth-
er a federal court should get in-
volved in an issue that is the sub-
ject of active litigation in state
courts.

Condoleezza Rice is sworn in Friday as secretary of state in
Washington. From left to right are: President Bush; Genoa McPhatter,
Rice’s aunt; Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg; Alto Ray,

Rice’s uncle; and Rice.

“Colin Powell left big shoes to
fill when he left the State Depart-
ment,” Bush added. “Condoleez-
za Rice is the person to fill them.”

Bush catapulted Rice to the
role of top U.S. diplomat after she
served for four years as his nation-
al security adviser. “Condi’s ap-
pointment and confirmation as
secretary of state marks a remark-
able transition in what is already
a career of outstanding service
and accomplishment,” he said.

Calling his trusted adviser by
her nickname, Condi, throughout,
Bush said his own family had
been “enriched by our friendship
with this remarkable person.”

Rice hit the ground running
Thursday with a pep talk to cheer-
ing State Department employees
crowded into a lobby, meetings
on Iraq and the tsunami disaster
and telephone conversations with
seven foreign leaders as she

planned a trip to Europe and the
Mlddle East next week.

Officers arrested on conspiracy charges

CHICAGO — Four veteran police officers conspired with drug deal-
ers to steal money, drugs and guns from competing dealers, authori-
ties said in announcing nine arrests.

Other officers also were part of the conspiracy, authorities said
Thursday.

“If I were the other officers, I would be picking up, lhe phone and
calling us because we intend to get to the bottom of it,” U.S. Attorney
Patrick J. Fitzgerald said, suggesting that any officers with guilty

could help by itnesse:

Napalm, mines seized from hospital worker

DENTON, Texas — Hand grenades, homemade bombs and mines
are among items in an arsenal confiscated from a hospital worker’s
home.
Randall “Randy” Todd remained jailed Friday in lieu of $200,000
bond on charges of aggravated assault and assault on a peace officer.
Police said the 51-year-old employee of Baylor University Medical
Center at Dallas was accused of shooting a construction worker who
was in a portable toilet at a construction site across the street, then at-
tacking a law officer during a later investi
From The Associated Press
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Officials sift train for evidence

BY PAUL CHAVEZ
The Associated Press

GLENDALE, Calif. — Investigators picked
through the wreckage of two commuter
trains, searching for evidence to build a mur-
der case against the suicidal man who trig-
gered the crash by leaving his SUV on the
tracks. Eleven people died and nearly 200
were injured.

Juan Manuel Alvarez, 25, appeared in court
Friday to be arraigned on murder charges,
but the hearing was delayed so the suspect
could undergo further medical evaluation.

After Alvarez left his car Wednesday morn-
ing and stood by as the trains derailed in a
fiery chain-reaction crash, he ran to the porch
of a nearby home and used scissors to stab
himself and slash his wrists, according to re-
ports in two local newspapers.

A woman in the house called 911, and Alva-

Investigators examine wreckage from a train crash Thursday in Glendale, Calif. The crash, involv-

ing multiple trains, occurred after an apparently sui

rez told e was

train

being rushed to a hospltal They radioed po-
lice, who arrested him. It had previously been
uncledr when Alvarez harmed himself.

A 911 tape revealed the drama moments
after the nation’s deadliest rail crash in six
years, as an employee at a nearby Costco
Store reported the disaster and at the same
time directed other employees to fight the
flames.

“There’s a Metrolink that runs adjacent to

the — oh, they need fire extinguishers! Quick!
Quick!” she yelled to other workers.

“What’s going on?” asked the dispatcher.
“What’s going on, ma’am?”

“The Metrolink derailed right on the side of
the building!” she said.

Sixty of the injured were treated at the
scene and the rest were taken to hospitals. An
incomplete tally Thursday showed at least 23

idal man parked his SUV in the path of a

morning and then jumped out.

people remained hospitalized, seven in criti-
cal condition, and more than 80 had been re-
leased.

Emergency workers officially ended their
recovery efforts Thursday after determining
there were no more survivors or bodies to be
found. Alvarez, who was under suicide watch
at a hospital’s jail ward, was expected to face
11 murder counts.

Bush plan would narrow investments

BY LAURA MECKLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush’s advisers have settled on a
proposal for structuring the per-
sonal accounts they hope to cre-
ate in Social Security, while on
Capitol Hill, Senate Democrats
were launching an effort to defeat
the plan altogether.

Under a plan recommended to
Bush, the private accounts would
resemble many company-spon-
sored retirement plans, with just
a handful of investment options.

By default, workers would be
enrolled in a “life cycle” account,
in which investments become
more conservative as investors
age, if they do not choose one of
the other options, according to
two officials speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Advisers finalizing proposal for
an alternative in Social Security

On Friday, Senate Democrats
were holding a session aimed at
showcasing the problems with
Bush’s overall plan to let workers
divert a portion of their Social Se-
curity taxes into individual ac-
counts that could be invested in
the stock market.

Bush met last week with his So-
cial Security advisers working to
write a legislative plan. They
briefed him on issues they had re-
solved among themselves as well
as options in areas where there
was no consensus.

Yet to be decided are several
big questions, including how
large the private accounts should

be, how much guaranteed bene-
fits would be cut and how to pay
as much as $2 trillion needed in
the first 10 years to effect the tran-
sition to a new system.

In devising a structure for the
private accounts, the Bush admin-
istration is modeling its proposal
after the Thrift Savings Plan, a
tax-deferred retirement invest-
ment plan similar to a 401 (k). The
idea is to minimize risk for people
at the outset by offering as few as
three to five diversified invest-
ment funds.

Bush said in December that his
plan would make sure people
could not invest “in a frivolous
fashic

Under the Thrift Savings Plan,
federal workers have five invest-
ment options, including govern-
ment and corporate bond funds, a
stock fund that tracks the S&P
500, an international fund and
other stock funds.

Under the emerging Bush plan
for Social Security, the default in-
vestment would be a “life cycle”
account. It would begin with in-
vestments that have greater po-
tential for both risk and reward
and shift to safer bonds as a work-
er ages, officials in and outside
the administration said.

e government would be re-
sponsible for keeping track of
how much money is in each work-
er’s account and give the lump
sums to a financial services com-
pany to invest, a mechanism
aimed at keeping administrative
fees low, they said.

Job opportunities up in smoke for some who light up

BY DANIEL COSTELLO
Los Angeles Times

Employers have recently tried
every carrot they can think of —
including cash incentives and
iPods — to convince employees to
quit smoking. Now they are the
trying the stick.

Pointing to rising health costs,
and the oversized proportion of in-
surance claims attributed to
smokers, employers around Unit-
ed States are refusing to hire ap-
plicants who smoke and, some-
times, firing employees who
refuse to quit.

“Employers are realizing the
majority of health costs are spent
on a small minority of workers,*
says Bill Whitmer, chief execu-
tive of the Health Enhancement

Research Organization, an em-
ployer and health-care coalition
in Birmingham, Ala.

Federal and state laws bar em-
ployers from not hiring or firing
workers based on their race, reli-
gion or gender. Some states have
enacted laws offering similar pro-
tections for smokers. But experts
say workers in nearly half the
states have few legal options if
employers decided to prohibit
them from smoking outside the
workplace.

Employees in many states
“work at the discretion of their
employers and can be terminated
for almost any reason as long as
it’s not illegal,” says Stephen Sug-
arman, alaw professor at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.

Last fall, Umon Pacific Corp,
an Omaha, Neb.-based transporta
tion cump.my, stopped _hi
smokers in seven states. Compa-
ny officials said the move was
made to help quell employee
health costs, which have jumped
more than 10 percent each of the
last three years. Weyco Inc., an
employee benefits company with
200 employees in Okemos, Mich.,
began random drug tests for nico”
tine on Jan. 1, saying it would fire
workers who failed the test or re-
fused to quit smoking. (Four
Weyco employees resigned rath-
er than take the test, says the com-
pany’s president, Howard Wey-
ers.) The Riverside County
(Calif.) ~ Sheriff's Department
plans soon to require applicants
for deputy sheriff positions to
sign a no-smoking agreement.

In most cases, employers are
asking workers to report their
smoking habits voluntarily or add-
ing disclaimers such as “nonsmok-
ers only” to job postings. Others
are requiring workers to take
Breathalyzer tests that can catch
traces of carbon monoxide in their
lungs or submit to urine tests to de-
tect nicotine.

Employees, workers’ rights
groups and some unions are decry-
ing the smoking bans as an inva-
sion of individual rights. “What
you do in your own home after
work or on the weekend is none of
your boss’ business,* says Lewis
Maltby, president of the National
Workrights Institute in Princeton,
N.J.. “The last time I checked, to-
bacco is a legal product.”

Dad charged in stabbing

HIGHLAND FALLS, N.Y. — A
father was charged with murder
hours after his 7-year-old daugh-
ter was found stabbed to death in
the boys’ restroom at her small pa-
rochial school.

The motive was unclear, and no
weapon has been found, police
Chief Peter Miller said.

Christopher Rhodes, 27, denied
guilt, police said.

The body of first-grader Jerica
Rhodes was discovered not long
after classes started Thursday at
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in
this Hudson Valley village, Miller
said. Her father was arrested that
night and was being held without
bail, Miller said.

Subway chief misspoke

NEW YORK — New York City
Transit’s president apologized for
upsetting commuters when he
said it would take up to five years
to restore full service on two sub-
way lines damaged by fire — an
estimate he later drastically low-
ered.

“I must have misspoke or
didn't clarify myself very well on
that,” Lawrence Reuter said
Thursday at a Metropolitan
Transponauon Aulhonty board
meeting. “I'm sorry.”

Officials now believe it will
take between six and nine months
to completely restore service on
the A and C subway lines. The
lines were impaired by a fire Sun-
day that destroyed a signal room
at the Chambers Street station in
lower Manhattan.

P&G buys Gillette

NEW YORK — Procter & Gam-
ble Co., the leading U.S. maker of
household  products  whose
brands include Crest, Pampers,
Tide and Charmin, is buying the
razor and battery maker Gillette
Co. for $57 billion in a deal that
will create the world’s biggest
consumer-products ~ enterprise,
the companies announced Fri-
day.

The merger, which must still
be approved by regulators and
shareholders, would create a com-
pany with revenues of more than
$60 billion that would have even
greater clout against mass-mar-
ket retailers like Wal-Mart Stores
Inc., which have been pressuring
consumer product suppliers to
keep costs low.

New same-sex policy

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The na-
tion’s largest employer is expand-
ing the definition of “immediate
family” in its ethics policy to in-
clude an employee’s same-sex
partner.

The Wal-Mart Stores Inc. poli-
cy change — disclosed in a filing
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on Wednesday — ac-
counts for the laws in some states
that recognize domestic partner-
ships and civil unions, officials
said.

Company spokesman Gus Whit-
comb on Thursday declined to
say if the change would affect em-
ployee benefits,.

From wire services



Saturday, January 29, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 11

IN THE WORLD

Schroeder
urges for
diplomacy
with Iran

The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland — Ger-
man  Chancellor  Gerhard
Schroeder urged diplomacy in
the standoff with Iran over nu-
clear enrichment and Israel's
Shimon Peres said Middle East
peace talks could enter a “new
age,” as they addressed the
World Economic Forum on Fri-

i

y.

Speaking to hundreds of peo-
ple at the annual meeting of top
business executives and politi-
cians, Schroeder — who stead-
fastly opposed the U.S.-led inva-
sion of Iraq — said that it was im-
perative Iran not develop nucle-
ar weapons.

“Tl-us is a hotbed region al-
ready,” he said.

The United States and several
other countries fear Iran is seek-
ing to enrich uranium not to the
low level needed to generate
power but to weapons grade that
forms the core of nuclear war-
heads.

Iran publicly insists it only
seeks to make low-grade en-
riched uranium for nuclear fuel.

Together with France and
Britain, Germany has spear-
headed diplomatic efforts to per-
suade Tehran to end nuclear ac-
tivities that could be used to
make weapons — an aim that

an denies. Washington has

been less patient.

EU eager to take on anti-Semitism

BY CONSTANT BRAND
The Associated Press

LUXEMBOURG — One day
after Europe-wide Holocaust com-
memorations, EU ministers said
Friday they want to improve coop-
eration in the fight against ex-
tremism  and  anti-Semitism
across the continent, including a
ban on Nazi symbo

Luxembourg justice minister
Luc Frieden, who chaired the
meeting of justice and interior
ministers, called for the 25 EU
governments to quickly adopt pro-
posals which have been on the
table for two years.

“Discussions have been going
on too long,” Frieden said. “We
owe it also to the victims of Aus-
chwitz and other concentration
camps. Racism is something that
is incompatible with the funda-
mental values that are the basis of
the European construction.

The proposals, which could in-
clude a ban on Nazi symbols,
most notably the public manifesta-
tion of the swastika, would need
agreement from all EU govern-
ments.

The ban was unlikely to go as
far as including the use of Nazi
uniforms in movies for example,
officials said.

Thursday’s commemorations
marking the 60th anniversary of
the liberation of the Auschwitz
Nazi concentration camp high-

“Work brings freedom.”

around the snow-covered cam

cremated.

liberation of the

Cheney tours Auschwitz

The Associated Press

OSWIECIM, Poland — U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney toured a
Nazi concentration camp here Friday, walking through red-brick
barracks, viewing mounds of human hair and
walking under a cynical sign at the main gate
that reads: “Arbeit macht frei,” which means

Cheney had toured Auschwitz once before —
back in 1975 when he was chief of staff for Pres-
ident Gerald Ford. On Friday he spent about 90
minutes in freezing temperatures walking

He signed a condolence book at one of the
first crematoriums where 400 people, mostly
Jews, were gassed at a time and their bodies

The tour wrapped up a three-day visit to
southern Poland where the vice president
joined scores of world leaders to mark the 60th anniversary of the
itz and Birkenau i

Cheney

camps.

lighted the growing problem of xe-
nophobia and anti-Semitism in
Europe.

Also, pictures showing Brit-
ain’s Prince Harry wearing a
Nazi swastika armband at a cos-
tume party earlier this month
added to EU calls to ban all Nazi

ty of the
issue at home, British Home Sec-
retary Charles Clarke refused to
comment on the issue, but en-
dorsed calls for cooperation.

Italy has been blocking a deal
on the standards that would de-
fine what racism is and set out
common aims to tackle it.

Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi’s conservative govern-
ment includes the right-wing Na-
tional Alliance, which fears its
neo-fascist roots could bring it in
violation of the new EU rules, if
adopted.

The party’s leader, Foreign
Minister Gianfranco Fini, has
been trying to rid his party of ex-

tremists.

Britain too has problems with
the proposal, fearing it could im-
pede on individual rights of ex-
pression.

“The question is always where
are the limitations of the freedom
of expression and that is the bal-
ance we have to find,” Frieden
said.

“We have an interest to be
tougher against the extreme
right, it would make sense to coor-
dinate that on European level,”
said Guenther Beckstein, Bavari-
an interior minister, who was rep-
resenting Germany at the infor-
mal meeting of EU ministers.

Also at the meeting, EU minis-
ters looked at ways to coordinate
their fight against organized
crime and terrorist groups by
sharing data on criminal records

Justice and Home Affairs
Commissioner Franco Frattini
suggested ministers move to
launch a pilot project in sharing
information on convicted rapists,
ensuring they do not move freely
across the union without authori-
ties knowing where they are.

The EU ministers also dis-
cussed a request from Interpol
Chief Ronald Noble that the 25-na-
tion bloc provide more aid in iden-
tifying victims of the Asian tsuna-

mi.

Frieden said Interpol request-
ed the EU give some $2.6 million
to help fund setting up an interna-
tional database for DNA samples
taken from victims.

Family reunited after tsunami split

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
For more than a month, Muham-
mad Jamil toured refugee camps
and morgues in this tsunami-rav-
aged city looking for three of his
children missing since the waves
struck.

On Friday, he found his son —
but there was still no news of his
two daughters.

“I was always convinced he
was still alive,” said Jamil, after
hugging 11-year-old Habibi, who
was in the shower when his father
arrived. “God was listening to the
prayers 1 have been saying day
and ni

The Teunion — a rare piece of
good news in this province where
tens of thousands of parents have
lost children to the waves — was
organized by international aid
group Save the Children, which
has been tracing the relatives of
lost kids.
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Jamil, a S2-year-old cocoa farm-
er, was checking on his crops
when the tsunami struck. Habibi
was supposed to be staying with
Jamil’s eldest daughter, but had

ful that child smugglers might
use the details to claim the young-
sters as their own. Instead, it is-
sues lists solely consisting of
names and posts them in public

gone to play at a ces.
friend’s house in . After the tsuna-
the center of this &k God was mi, Habibi was
provincial capitll, 7 ctpn7 ,  takeninby afami-
here ! imost istendng to the LI
40,000 ~ people  prayers [ have — his friend’s
were killed. . house. Save the
Jamil’s  happi- been saying Children learned
ness was tem- . of his where-
ered by the day and wight. 9 gous from peo-
knowledge that ple living in a

two of his daugh-
ters, ages 9 and
23, were still miss-
ing — and most
likely dead. They had been at the
23-year-old daughter’s house,
which the waves washed away.
His four other children were un-
hus

irt.

“I still long for my daughters,
but at least I have Habibi now,”
said Jamil, whose wife died sever-
al years ago. He now lives at a ref-
ugee camp.

Save the Children, based in
Westport, Conn., and other organi-
zations are reglstering lost chil-
dren in Indonesia and other tsuna-
mi-struck countries to reunite
them with family members. The
group has so far listed 72 children
who have been separated from
their parents or are being looked
after by other relatives.

Save the Children stopped
using pictures and offering exten-
sive information on lost kids, fear-

Muhammad Jamil

nearby
camp.

J: amﬂ spent the
last month visit-
ing countless refugee camps and
hospitals. He said he checked the
corpses of hundreds of children
littering the streets in the days
after the disaster.

On Wednesday, Jamil discov-
ered his son’s name on a list at the
Save the Children office in Banda
Aceh.

Workers at the charity then
showed Habibi pictures of five dif-
ferent men.

“I pointed straight to my fa-
ther’s picture,” he said.

Habibi, his hair still wet from
his shower, smiled shyly as he
met his father.

“I am happy to meet my dad,”
he said. “I want to stay with my fa-
ther in the refugee camp, but I
still want to be able to come here
and play around with my
friends.”

refugee
Father

Molson-Coors merger

MONTREAL — Sharehold-
ers of North America’s oldest
beer company, Canada’s Mol-
son Inc., on Friday voted over-
whelmingly in favor of merging
with  Adolph  Coors, the
third-largest brewery in the
United States, all but sealing
the alliance when Coors share-
holders vote next week.

The combined Molson Coors
Brewing Co., would own brands
that include Coors Original,
Coors Light, Keystone, Molson
Canadian and Carling.

Meteor lands in Spain

MADRID, Spain — A spec-
tacular fireball meteor was
seen falling in the neighbor-
hood of two Madrid alrpons,
emergency services said
day.

“We had three calls and are
aware of other calls reporting a
huge fireball before midnight
on Thursday,” said Luis Serra-
no of the emergency telephone
service in Madric

Bridge stays closed

ATHENS, Greece =
Greece’s largest bridge re-
mained closed Friday, a day
after a support cable caught fire
and snapped, slowing traffic be-
tween the port of Patras and
country’s mainland.

Authorities have not said why
the cable broke or how long the
7,382-foot suspension bridge
will remain closed.

From The Associated Press
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GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)
Connection
Call: 888-253-2707
E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com
Relocation Package
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EXCLUSIVE
@ Buyers Agent!
A sce our website for homes, loan
information, important area links
www.AugustaMortgageSolutions.com
www.AugustaHomeBuyers.com
|
FORT JACKSON, SC
Call Bob Duker, USA, Ret.
Write: Military Relocation Team
40 Page Home Buyers Guide « VA Preapproval
& Germany Toll Free Anytime

|
Augusta Home Buyer's
E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com|
Web Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com
7001 St. Andrews Rd. PMB 102+ Columbia, SC 29212
(0800-225-5288) — 800-447-3536

Sales and Rentals « FREE Relocation Packets
cALL US Mike or Denise Zehr
"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Toll Free: 0800-826-4620

506 Town Square Shopping Center
1-254-587-2019 ™ opperas Cove, Texas 76522

PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA?

N

Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:
Ttaly: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
e-mail: BECKY@I df ~com

Fort Bragg & Pope AFB

www.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
1000’ of Homes for Sale
1000’s of Homes for Rent
100% of Pictorial Tours
FREE Real Estate Magazine

Denver-Aurora
Colorado Springs
Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur
Colorado PCS Realty
FREE relocation kit, home sales & VA loan
information. our web site for FREE,

, furnished lodging available to
s

www.coloradopcs.com

MOVING TO HAMPTON ROADS VA?
Langley AFB % Norfolk Naval Base
Yorktown * Norfolk x Hampton
Newport News * Williamsburg * Suffolk

Barbara and Ken Kerwin
Abbitt Realty
1-800-721-5229
US@2Kerwin.com
www.2Kerwin.com

www.WeSell[HamptonRoads.com

STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD

STARSH4 STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Wherever You Go, We Go

estripes.osd. mil

SALES and

LD p
BANKER Email:

Ft Sew rt & Hnter

Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680
www.fortstewart.com

Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors

730 General Stewart Way * Hinesville, GA 31313

RENTALS

cbholtzman@clds.net

|
Northern VA,

#1

ary Relocation Speci

bobgnova@erols.com
www.bobgrahamvarelo.com

Bob Graham's Military Buyers Program

Evee Relo Packet - Long and Foster

uantico, DC

\ \ \
F DA
Coast to Coast !

See our Fabul New

www.TheEmetGroup.com

Our Real Estate and Mortgage Team Provides
+Personal Assistance Statewide
*Loan Qualification
* Mortgage Services
° Purchases, Refinancing, HELOC's

Wialler & Susan Lamerion
Realtor*lLicensed Assistant

info@TheEmetGroup.com
Toll Free 866-856-6318

@
GuosaL Mortgage

T Fort Lawis Housing

«

=

.Jﬁ;-ww.ln;ﬂ-wl-huunm com
5 Fort Lewis Housing
L= wwwfortiewishousing com ~——
Home Buyers Guide
Testimonials

Govt Repes
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Homes for Sale
Fort Lewis Info
Why Buyer's Agent? Contact Us l CLASSIFIEDS

ARRIVAL

VA Mortgages UNITS
Maps Sonl 2

CAL 6

Retired Air Force member is will-
ing to locate the right house for
you and your family in the
Fayetteville area. Contact me for
% referrals to other areas.
MarkJohnson@remax.net
Direct : (910)391-5804

=37

—Pentagon

CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

91-6500

LOCAL AREA
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M Rc Cash Back 3 Free Nights
To Buyers Hotel
pesingto FORT HOO
Ft. Bragg, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lewis, Ft. Knox...?

= FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION
22 call Chris Roussel
mne Cal ris Rousse

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
2705-E Highway 190, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

- E-Mail:

'

Log On and Pre-Qualify for FREE!

Ivaloan.com is

1-800-947-8153

S VA LOAN.COM

Call Toll Free:
FREE

Pre-qualify with National Bank Morigage - Tol Free: 1824032

Lee Hufner - FDIC/Equal Housing Lender

C the Way the Military Moves™

MEMBER FDIC

[ [
COLORADO
Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB

NEW BUILT or RESALE? » FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS
***CHECK OUT OUR BIG $8$ SPECIAL}

BEIRAMAEBICH oo pwIGHT HOWARD
RE/MAX PARTNERS, Inc. " Branch Manager
PetraHaebich@REMAX.net i RBC MORTGAGE
www.PetraHaebich.com
We’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!
Professional Service - Personal Touch

T T
Ft Jackson x Shaw AFB x Charleston AFB
Beaufort MCAS % Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”

“One stop shopping™-We handle it all
Loan Approval * Negotiations ¢ Inspections ¢ Insurance * Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

georg com or www. com
Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs
Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES!

] T
NORTHERN VIRGINIA
* Pentagon ° Ft. Belvoir * Quantico

Let Me Be Your Sponsor

PCSing to the D.C. metropolitan area?
1 can find your home in Northern Virginia.

+ Unique Cash Back Program to home buyers.

* Military Relocation Specialist. I understand the
challenges of the military family. I've relocated nine
times, including overseas, as a 15 year Army spouse.

« Mortgages available through Sandhills Bank.
Shawn Yurkanin (703) 547-1100

* Information on schools and local communities available.
* Free Relocation Packet.

Samson

_A Realty

Contact Me &
TODAY!

Carolyn Capalbo i
www.justdreal.com
email: info@just4real.com
(703)477-6022

—Fentagon

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

www.coldwellbanker.com

* New Home Construction
* Serving Deridder and Leesville
* Free Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!
%D%%"é Wayne Hall v
Broker/Owner
Wayne Hall Real Estate wayneohall@yahoo.com
800-877-0677 (337) 463-9994

i | " ARCE 2
wnemy=n T b seersfices you!ve e o keep s sale & e

Far the Best profeasional Real Eatate Serviers
in Northern Virginia call:
The Kitty Bernard Team
(703) 7O7-2084

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Getting Rijpped Off’

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com

Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

ON GUIDE

Fort'Benning Bound?
*

* % Five Star Service X %
With the Buyer's Resource Team
Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Vernie

0 0800-2255-288-888-399-7356
relocatecolumbus@mindspring.com
www.columbusgarelocation.com

E
at Harriette@MortgageAmerica.com
706-322-1800 or Toll Free 1-888-399-RELO

ASSISTING MILITARY FAMILIES
Nationwide Lender.
Lowest Rates. Guaranteed.

CATHOLIC

HOME LOAN

800.270.8565
WWW.CATHOLICHOMELOAN.COM

iy

COLORADO
PCSing to Colorado Springs?

CallIChrista Miranda

ny Ades (Assistant)
A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make
your Real Estate Dreams come true.

German Speaking.

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF|
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:

0-800-181-6612
One Call Does Tt Gill!

Packets + VA Homes
a w Hon

Free Relocation
Property Rent nes
ol Reports

Local Listings * S
tion and more!
at

Loan Pre-Qu
By visi
www.area-home.com
o email us at:
egudenkaufi@remax net
Teamwork that makes your dream work!

’jﬂ“ Gene & Erika Gudenkauf

NP/ REMAX Advantage+

ﬂ 1-888-470-7089
Agee 705N

g ixic Highway

KY 40160
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Analyst endangers troops

When did it become OK for journalists
and authors to endanger the lives of Ameri-
cans fighting for our country? The article
“Code names secret no longer,” (Jan. 24,
European edition) discusses the latest
book by author/military analyst William
M. Arkin. He has blown the top off of 3,000
military code names and projects. In ef-
fect, he has provided more information for
the terrorists —just what they need, anoth-
er tool to help kill more U.S. soldiers and
civilians. He claims that the current classi-
fication system is broken; however it is
still a classification system and is in effect
to protect sensitive information related to
national security.

Arkin is described as a “military analyst
and former Army intelligence officer.”
Did he get kicked out of the military? Is he
disgruntled? Will this help the United
States?

If Arkin would like to help, then perhaps
he should work with the government and
not against it. Journalists need to realize
that these are fellow Americans: sons,
daughters, fathers and mothers fighting
terrorism, not statistics. I don’t want to
lose any more friends to the global war on
terror, so please quit giving the terrorists
what they want: the spotlight on the
evening news and more information to use
against us. Secrets need to be kept; the
public might not like that, but there is a
reason: freedom and safety.

Sfc. Jonathan R. Lovins
Stuttgart, Germany

All in combat deserve badge

Why isn’t every soldier in the war get-
ting combat badges? Some soldiers are up
in arms about a Combat Infantryman’s
Badge awarded without the 11B military
occupational specialty. This is nonsense!
Are not all soldiers infantry first? Prede-
ployment training involves weeks of 11B
tactics. Then this training is used during a
tour of duty. Not to mention, it only takes
two weeks in the National Guard to earn
the 11B designator.

This is a different war, which means dif-
ferent rules. There are no front lines. The
suicide bombing in the Mosul chow hall ex-

Dooneshury Flashbacks

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Slnpes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

emplifies this. The enemy is among us, ev-
eryone is on the front line.

Serving in Iraq as a 91W (medic), I have
three other MOSs, including 11B. With
missions outside the wire, riding in con-
voys and the incoming mortars in our oper-
ating base, should I not receive a combat
badge? I believe the soldier makes the
medal, the medal does not make the sol-
dier. Still, military awards are great for
morale, unit cohesion and distinguishing
one’s work and sacrifice.

1 want my silly little badge. I asked to go
to combat. I will probably be here for
more than a year. There is nothing wrong
in feeling proud of our sacrifice and want-
ing to show it. We have earned it.

Sgt. Victor A. Ioffredo
Northern Iraq

Press shirking duty in Iraq

T'm a soldier wrapping up a year in Iraq.
T've followed the news all year and warned
my family and friends that they are not
hearing the full story.

There’s been a lot accomplished this
past year. Why, they wonder, aren’t the
achievements of the Iraqis and the coali-
tion being reported? What better way of
honoring those who have fallen, and sub-
stantiating the sacrifices of all, than by tell-

ing the world of their good works? It
doesn’t make sense. The free press of the
greatest free nation on Earth ignores the
other half of the story.

Now the Iraqi elections are about to com-
mence, and the American press is busy re-
porting the gloom and doom of violence.
This is exactly the kind of advertising the
insurgents need to discourage a good por-
tion of voters.

A tally of the number of schools built,
hospitals operational, electricity restored,
jobs created ... guess it’s just too damn bor-
ing to sell papers in erica. Doesn’t
reach out and grab viewers like good-old
smoke and destruction, does it? But that is
desperately needed to fully inform the
Iragi voters — the families with the most
to lose from these omissions in reporting,
people who will risk their lives just walk-
ing to the polls. They'd be very interested
to know. The soldiers patrolling their
streets would be interested, and relieved,
to have the true support of America’s free
press. The soldiers know the sacrifice.
They need to know what their efforts have
achieved.

I'm disgusted watching the American

press shirk its duty while I fulfill mine.
This is not some Kind of ratings game. Ira-
qis and members of the coalition will live
or die over this election. If members of the
American press were so concerned with
honoring our servicemembers, they would
report the other side of the story and con-
tinue until Election Day in Iraq. In-depth
coverage and banner headlines — the Ira-
gis certainly won't see that on Al-Jazeera!
Capt. James Arceo

Camp Victory, Kuwait

Rich not doing share in Iraq

All the hullabaloo over the CBS report
on President Bush’s National Guard
records would not have happened if both
Bushes had told the truth. As we all know,
most of the rich and shameless never go to
war unless they want to. Just look at our
Congress — how many have any kin in the
war on terrorism? Also look at the poor
souls who are out there now, and the fami-
lies that don’t have enough funds to live
their lives because they lost their loved
ones. And that’s what it is all about.

Alexander Fiore
Camp Darby, Ttaly

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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YOUR MONEY

Vets’ benefits put squeeze on DOD spending

BY GREG JAFFE
The Wall Street Journal

WASHINGTON — With the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
badly straining its forces, the Pen-
tagon is facing an awkward prob-
lem: Military retirees and their
families are absorbing billions of
dollars that military leaders
would rather use to help troops
fighting today.

Congress, pressured by veter-
ans groups, has in recent years
boosted military pensions, health
insurance and benefits for wid-
ows of retirees. Internal Penta-
gon documents forecast that the
lawmakers’ generosity since 1999
will force the federal government
to find about $100 billion over the
next six years to cover the new
benefits.

“The amounts have gotten to
the point where they are hurtful.
They are taking away from the na-
tion’s ability to defend itself,”
says David Chu, the Pentagon’s

d

facing the U.S. government, as
spending on aging baby boomers
— in the form of Social Security
and Medicare — squeezes out
funds for other programs, from
health care for the poor to scientif-
ic research. The pinch is exacer-
bated by Bush’s campaign prom-
ise not to raise

taxes. The pri-

y for an
readiness.

Rising veterans’ benefits are a
big factor behind the billions of
dollars in weapons cuts to be pro-
posed when President Bush un-
veils next year’s budget blueprint
early next month. New retiree en-
titlements also are crimping the
Pentagon’s ability to increase in-
centives for enlistment at a time
of dangerous, yearlong Iraq de-
ployments.

The military’s budget woes are
similar to the broader problem

&k [ think there is a

Earlier this month, its mem-
bers flooded Capitol Hill with
about 16,000 brown bags with
hand-written messages urging
lawmakers to exempt World War
II and Korean War retirees from
Medicare premium payments.
The message: Veterans were
being treated
like old paper

vate  sector, bags to be dis-
particularly guilty conscience carded after
auto  makers
andthesteelm- among those who e in the
stry, is . military have

bemg similarly ~ didn’t serve. They  long had pay
squeezed. . S . scales  below
Many compa- say to themselves, our civilian
nies are hold- T Aidn’t cprn, y counterparts,”
ing the Tine I didn’t serve. But caysretired
and in some [ qm sure as heck ~ Vice =~ Adm.
cases cutting 3 Norb Ryan, the
spending  on not going to MOAA’s presi-
pensions and dent. In ex-
health care for short-sheet those change, the mil-
future retirees. . ! itary  offered

The  Penta. who have.”9y troops a gener-
gon,  which Tom Philpott  0US retirement
faces an in- and

ag- Military benefits expert, columnist heallh care

gressive and ef- package. “Now

fective veterans lobby, doesn’t
have that luxury. The main force
among veterans groups has been
the Military Officers Association
of America, an Alexandria,
Va.-based group boasting about
400,000 dues-paying members
and a board packed with retired
generals and admirals.

MOAA has an ambitious agen-
da for 2008, listing on its Web site
16 goals for further expanding re-
tiree and survivor benefits.
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some in the Pentagon want to
walk away from that. That is a
very dangerous thing,” Ryan
says.

The politics of veterans bene-
fits, meanwhile, are roiling the
Republican Congressional majori-
ty. Earlier this month, the House
Republican leadership took the
unusual step of stripping New Jer-
sey Rep. Christopher Smith of his
chairmanship of the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee. Smith had irked
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House leaders when he pushed so
aggressively for veterans benefits
that he at times threatened to op-
pose their spending plans — and
President Bush’s — unless more
retiree benefits were included.

The rise of the veterans lobby
marks a dramatic shift in modern
military spending. “If you look
back to the history of the all-vol-
unteer force going back to 1973,
the Congress has in general de-
ferred to the executive branch on
major pay and benefit changes,”
Chu says.

That began to change in the
late 1990s, when veterans groups
charged that the federal govern-
ment was reneging on promises
made by recruiters in the 1940s
and 'S0s to provide free cra-
dle-to-grave medical care to mili-
tary retirees who served a
20-year career. They took out ads
on the radio and flooded newspa-
pers with letters to the editor say-
ing the military was letting down
the “Greatest Generation.”

“There was tremendous emo-
tion. These groups were highly or-
ganized,” says retired Gen. Jack
Keane, who was on active duty at
the time. Senior military officers
worried the widespread allega-
tions of broken promises from vet-
erans groups were hurting mili-
tary recruiting, Keane recalls.
Many officers, including Keane
himself, sympathized with the re-
tirees.

Over the objections of the Clin-
ton Pentagon, but with the sup-
port of then-Joint Chiefs Chair-
man Gen. Henry Shelton, Con-
gress in 2000 opened the mili-
tary's generous health-care pro-
gram to over-65 retirees who in
the past had been forced to rely
solely on Medicare. The change
will cost the federal government
more than $8 billion for this fiscal
year ending Sept. 30, the Penta-

gon says.

Lawmakers also changed the
military retirement system to
allow troops with 20 years of ser-
vice to collect 50 percent military
pay upon retirement instead of 40
percent.

Almost every year since then,
Congress has pushed through bil-
lion-dollar increases in personnel
benefits. The projected growth in
retiree benefits of the next six
years dwarfs the $55 billion in
cuts to new fighter jet, ship and
submarine programs proposed
by the Bush administration in De-
cember and spread out over the
same six-year period.

The largesse has grown with
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
which mark the first time in the
past century that the United
States has had to wage sustained
combat with an all-volunteer
force. Members of Congress use
any opportunity to see off soldiers
or welcome them home. “The
first question the lawmakers ask
is, ‘What can we do for you?” Then
they do it,” says one senior Army
official.

The sharp reductions in the num-
ber of World War II, Korea and
Vietnam veterans serving in Con-
gress and in the top ranks of gov-
ernment may help explain some of
the veterans groups’ influence.

Lawmakers who didn’t serve in
the military are more apt to be in-
timidated by veterans groups,
says Tom Philpott, an expert on
‘military benefits who writes a syn-
dicated column on the subject for
several military Web sites and
newspapers, including Stars and
Stripes.

“I think there is a guilty con-
science among those who didn’t
serve. They say to themselves, ‘T
didn’t serve. But I am sure as
heck not going to short-sheet
those who have,’ ” he says.

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Keeping finan-
cial records is an important part
of preparing to file your income
taxes, but that’s not all. Good
record keeping helps you man-
age your finances.

Fred Rewey, author of the
new book “Winning the Cash
Flow War,” offers some advice
on what paperwork to keep, and
what to toss.

You should have at least three
files for your financial paper-
work — label them “critical,”
“active” and “dead storage.”

In the “critical” file, collect im-
portant paperwork that would
be hard to replace and vital to
save in an emergency. Includ
Marriage certificates and d

eeping financial records

vorce decrees, titles, deeds or
registrations for property and ve-
hicles, mortgage and other loan
information, insurance policies,
investment records, credit card
statements, tax information (cop-
ies of past returns, proof of esti-
mated tax payments), etc.

Your “active” file should hold
important financial documents
from the past three years. In-
clude: Unpaid bills (then mark
with date paid), bill receipts,
bank  statements, cancelled
checks, W-2 and 1099 forms.

Your “dead storage” file
should include things that were
previously in your “active” file,
as well as documents from up to
seven years ago. Any financial
document older than that can
safely be tossed out — but re-
member to shred it first.
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Cloudy with rainshowers and
snowshowers. Highs in the lower
30s. Sunday fows in the mid 20s.

Britain, retand: Mosty cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the 4
Sunday lows in the lower oo

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
snow. Highs in the upper 20s to
lower 30s. Sunday lows in the 20s.

France: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers and showshowers. Highs in the
lower 30s to lower 40s. Sunday lows
in the upper 20s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with snowshowers. Highs in the mid
20s to lower 30s. Sunday lows in the
lower teens to lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Snowshowers on Sunday morning
Highs in the 20s. Sunday lows in the
mid teens to lower 20s.

Hungary: Party to mosty cloudy.
ighs In the mid 20s. Sunday lows in
Ihe lower teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
snow. Highs in the lower 305 to lower
40s. Sunday lows in the mid 20s to
lower

Southern taly: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 40s
{o lower 505. Sunday lows in the
lower

Kosovo: Cloudy with snow. Highs in
the upper 20s. Sunday lows in the
lower to mid 20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 30s to mid 40s. Sunday lows in
the mid 20s to mid 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. nghs
in the mid 40s to mid 50s. Sunday
lows In the lower 20s to ower S02.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 60s. Sunday lows in the mid
30s to mid 40s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operatruna/ Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows. sembach.at.m
http:/iows.public. ombsenatmil
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‘Old School’ party

DURHAM — In what
police say was an
homage to the movie “Old
School,” partying Duke Uni-
vers\ty students were found
in a fraternity house base-
ment with an inflatable
pool, a whole lot of baby
oil and women in biki- %
nis.

Police came upon
the scene early Sun-
day after responding to a noise
complaint.

Officers said they cleared the
house of the 200 revelers, sending
some of the women home in the
subfreezing temperatures in noth-
ing more than the bikinis they
wore.

Dorm fire remembered

SOUTH ORANGE — Rela-

tives of people killed in a
Seton Hall dormitory fire in 2000
planned to gather on campus
‘Wednesday to mark the fifth anni-
versary of the blaze that left three
freshmen dead. Two students were
indicted in June 2003 on murder
and arson charges and are free on
bail pending trial. They have main-
tained their innocence.

Prairie dog not a pest

PIERRE — A legislative

committee killed a bill to
designate the black-tailed prairie
dog as a state pest after game offi-
cials said the measure could wreck
their efforts to control the critters.
The legislation could lead environ-
mental groups to renew efforts to
have the animal designated as en-
dangered, officials said. That could
interfere with ongoing state pro-
grams.

Poor park programs

FRESNO — Thousands of

California ~ students are
turned away from national park ed-
ucation programs each year be-
cause of insufficient funding and
staff reductions, according to a
study.

The report released Wednesday
by the National Parks Conserva-
tion Association examined educa-
tional programs at 11 of Califor-
nia’s 24 national parks. It found
that more than 80,000 students in
kmdexganen through 12th grade
participate in the programs each
year, or 1 percent of the state’s 7
million public and private school
students.

“Part of providing a high-quality
education to our children is ensur-
ing access to the unique learning
opportunities in our national
parks,” said Deborah DeMeo, the
association’s ~ California ~ desert
field representative.

Drug testing for officials

SANTA FE — A lawmaker

wants New Mexico to re-
quire yearly random drug testing
of all its elected officials, from
school board members to U.S. sena-
tors, with results posted on the In-
ternet.

“I think we need to remember
that we are public servants,” Re-
publican state Sen. Steve Komadi-
na said Tuesday.

His bill was prompted by last
year’s drug-related arrests of a

ROUNDUP

prominent New Mexico judge and
a public utilities commissioner.
Tim Storey, a senior fellow at the
National Conference of State Legis-
latures, said he knew of no other
state that requires such testing.

Poisoning of family

PORTAGE — A teenager

put mouse poison into his
family’s food for five weeks before
his stepfather discovered the pel-
lets in some coffee grounds, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint.

The 1S-year-old was charged
with three counts of attempted
first-degree intentional homicide.
A judge set bail at $25,000 cash
Wednesday.

‘When interviewed by police at
school, the teen said he put poison
in juice, milk, spaghetti, coffee and
meat, according to the complaint.
The boy told investigators that he
did not want to kill his family, but
wanted to make them sick because
he was mad at them.

Walls must come down

VT JERICHO — A judge has or-
dered a Jericho man to tear
down a house to restore a natural
bird habitat in a wetland.
Larry  Westall  built  the
three-story, 30-foot-high house a

Hooded horse

Yep is dressed for the weather
as she enjoys a bite of hay near
Fairfield, Fla, The 3-year-old,
whose formal name is Yep-Sho-
Nuf-Wil, seems to enjoy the cold
‘weather that she woke up to on
the Jenkin Just Right Thorough-
breds farm.

decade ago off
Browns Trace Road
in wetlands deemed
important for migrato-
ry birds. Superior Court
Judge Richard Norton re-
cently upheld a state order
that the house come down
by June 1 because it
doesn’t comply with state
wetland rules.

State officials were unaware
of any previous case of a
house being built in a Ver-
mont wetland. In this case, the
Class IT wetland has a 50-foot pro-
tective buffer because it is consid-
ered significant.

The house has not been occu-
pied because of problems Westall
encountered in obtaining permits,
officials said.

Shooting out windows

GRETNA — Six teenagers

were accused of shooting
out the windows of at least 242 ve-
hicles in the New Orleans area,
leaving behind at least $100,000 in
damage. Thev fired pellet guns
while riding in a pickup truck, ac-
cording to police. Authorities said
the teens were arrested after a
home surveillance camera caught
them in action.

Roosters in the ring?

OKLAHOMA CITY —

With cockfighting now
banned in Oklahoma, one legisla-
tor is proposing a blood-free alter-
native: fitting roosters with little
boxing gloves and letting them
slug it out.

“Who's going to object to chick-
ens fighting like humans do? Every-
body wins,” said Democratic state
Sen. Frank Shurden, a protector of
the gamefow! industry and a long-
time defender of cockfighting, in
which birds are fitted with
razor-like spurs and often battle to
the death.

Oklahoma voters banned cock-
fighting in 2002. The practice is
still legal in Louisiana and New
Mexico.

Life for serial rapists

MT HELENA — The Montana

Supreme Court upheld a
law requiring serial rapists to
spend the rest of their lives in pris-
on. The court said the law isn’t un-
constitutional because it’s based
on protecting society and discour-
aging repeated offenses. The deci-
sion upheld Charles Webb’s life
sentence for raping a woman in
2002, four months after he was re-
leased from prison for a 1995 rape.

Smokers: You're fired

LANSING — Four employ-

ees of a health care compa-
ny have been fired for refusing to
take a test to determine whether
they smoke cigarettes.

Weyco Inc., a health benefits ad-
ministrator based _in Okemos,
Mich., adopted a policy Jan. 1 that
allows employees to be fired if
they smoke, even if the smoking
happens after business hours or at
home.

Company founder Howard Wey-
ers has said the anti-smoking rule
was designed to shield the firm
from high health care costs. “I
don’t want to pay for the results of
smoking,” he said.

| -
-
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Watch out!

Richard Zalewski clears snow from his porch
roof in Syracuse, N.Y.

A great grey heron flies off after
snacking on fish along Taylors Creek

Taking to the air

in Beaufort, N.C.
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The braiding bunch

7, left, at Valley Chri

ian Academy in Roswell, N.M.

> 2

5 : ; A cleanup by the Almaraz family
Cleaning up is fun across from their home in Kansas
City, Kan., netted old tires and several bags of trash. From left, Michael,
12; Bethany, 7; and Stephen, 6, chased one of the tires as they took it to
the trash pile.

Diana Boyles, 6, center, reacts to an educational video as she braids the
hair of Sydnie Hodges, 8, right, as her own hai

s braided by Aubrey Scott,

Trying to stay dry
Raymundo Frias took cover be-
neath his umbrella as he made his
way through San Jacinto Plaza in EI
Paso, Texas.

In the hot seat

Firefighters from five area fire departments responded to the blaze at the Old
Hickory Furniture Company in Martinsville, Ind., where fire crews were handi-
capped in spraying water on the east side of the building because of high voltage lines.

Forced retirement

BALTIMORE — The Po-

lice Department is forcing
160 injured officers to retire after
doctors determined they will
never be fit for full duty. It’s intend-
ed as a money-saving move that
will allow the hiring of more patrol
officers. The police union argues
the department is casting off valu-
able employees.

Proof of citizenship

PHOENIX — Arizona has

become the first state to re-
quire proof of citizenship when reg-
istering to vote, a measure that sup-
porters say is intended to prevent
voter fraud.

The law went into effect Tues-
day after being approved by voters
in November. It requires that peo-
ple provide proof of citizenship,
such as a birth certificate, when
registering to vote and show speci-
fied forms of identification when
casting a ballot at a polling place.

A civil-rights group and Demo-
cratic legislators recently had
urged the Department of Justice to
reject the law. They argued the
changes will erect barriers that
will hinder minorities’ participa-
tion in elections.

Proposed living wage

WASHINGTON — Public

contractors would be re-
quired to pay their employees a
“living wage” under a proposal in-
troduced in the City Council. Mem-
ber David Catania wants the rate
to be at least $10.50 an hour. Con-
tracts under $50,000 and contrac-
tors with fewer than 10 employees
would be exempt.

Erosion in Great Lakes

TRAVERSE CITY — Lake

Huron and Lake Michigan
are losing vast amounts of water
because of erosion from a de-
cades-old dredging project, accord-
ing to a new study,

The lakes, connected geological-
ly, saw levels drop when a commer-
cial navigation channel was dug at
the bottom of the St. Clair River in
1962, boosting the flow south to-
ward Lake Erie.

According to the report, river-
bed erosion has contributed to a de-
cline of 8 to 13 inches in the
Huron-Michigan water level.

Several environmental organiza-
tions said the report illustrates the
unintended consequences of dredg-
ing, sand mining, shoreline alter-
ation.

Meth-use rate soaring

PIERRE — Healthcare ad-

vocates told legislators that
methamphetamine use has sky-
rocketed in South Dakota. About
69 state residents per 100,000 were
admitted for meth treatment in
2002, up from four per 100,000 a
decade earlier, said Karen Larson,
deputy director of the Community
HealthCare Association of the Da-
kotas.

Outdoor smoking han

SAN FRANCISCO — City
officials voted Tuesday to
ban smoking in all parks, public
squares and many other outdoor

spaces owned by the city.

In an 8-3 vote, the Board of Su-
pervisors agreed that the health
and environmental risks associat-
ed with discarded cigarette butts
and secondhand smoke merited
bans for outdoor spaces.

Violators could be fined up to
$100 on first offense, $200 for a sec-
ond violation and $500 for each ad-
ditional violation.

Treatment for gamblers

BATON ROUGE — District

attorneys from six parishes
have signed on to a new program
that puts those who commit nonvio-
lent crimes because of a gambling
addiction into treatment instead of
prison. The program is funded
through the Department of Health
and Hospitals’ Office for Addictive
Disorders, Compulsive and Prob-
lem Gambling Fund, which re-
ceives revenue from the gambling
industry.

Tax glitch fixed

BOSTON — Early birds
trying to file their tax re-
turns electronically by phone
found themselves asked to pay dou-
ble their taxes for double their sala-
ry. The computer problem was
fixed, state officials said, and the
system is up and running again.

Bad online scores

DENVER — Students from

kindergarten to 12th grade
who take online courses in Colo-
rado are performing worse than
statewide averages, according to a
state report.

Online students were forced to
repeat grades four times more
often than the statewide average
last year, and a higher percentage
were rated “unsatisfactory” on
standardized math tests, according
to Colorado Department of Educa-
tion figures.

Online school operators defend-
ed their programs, saying they
draw a high number of students
who failed in traditional schools.

Restoration approved

LIHUE — The Kauai Plan-

ning Commission approved
a $200 million restoration of the
famed Coco Palms Resort. Devel-
oper Richard Weiser said he plans
to restore the hotel, closed since
1992, to the look it had in the 1950s
and 1960s. The resort was used as
a set in the 1961 Elvis Presley
movie “Blue Hawaii.”

Building drug bust

ROCHESTER — Police

are investigating drug ac-
tivity at an Academy Street apart-
ment house and arrested five peo-
ple this weekend.

Two people living in one of the
apartments were arrested along
with a third person visiting the
home. Two others were arrested as
they left the building. Three of
those arrested face drug-related
charges. Two were arrested on
warrants stemming from other
cases.

Police said they recovered an un-
disclosed quantity of prescription
painkillers and drug paraphernalia.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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juggle

Fans of the ‘Assault on
Precinet 13’ star will
be seeing a lot of him

this year

BY STEVEN REA
Knight Ridder/Tribune

“There’s something kind of pleasing about working in-
side these genres,” says Ethan Hawke, who stars as a
shellshocked police sarge in the gleefully generic “Assault
on Precinct 13.

“It’s like j; JaZZ musicians, taking a very familiar, very com-
mercial tune — say, ‘Jingle Bells’ — and then you put a
spin on it. You know exactly how it’s going to work. You
just have to riff around it.”

“Jingle Bells” is a good example, since “Assault on Pre-
cinct 13” — which opened in the States last week and is a
remake of John Carpenter’s 1976 police station siege pic —
is set at the end of the Christmas
holiday week, on New Year’s Eve.

Hawke is the top gun in a virtual-
ly deserted Detroit precinct house,
sharing the graveyard shift with
an oversexed secretary (Drea De
Matteo) and an over-the-hill beat
cop (Brian Dennehy). And then a
bus full of bad guys — among
them Laurence Fishburne, John
Leguizamo and Ja Rule — is divert-
ed to the station, and Maria Bello,
who plays Hawke’s character’s
shrink, shows up too. And Gabriel
Byrne chews up a lot of scenery as
a tainted police detective. And
then all heck breaks loose.

“I knew of John Carpenter’s
movie,” says Hawke about the o)
inal “Assault,” which had a cast
led by Austin Stoker, Darwin Jos-
ton and Laurie Zimmer. (Who,
who and who?) “I'd seen it when I
was younger, and then I never
even really watched it again.”

So when director Jean-Francois
Richet and producer-writer James
DeMonaco came along, Hawke sat
and talked, and then he read the
script. “I was looking to do some-
thing fun, something that didn’t
take itself too seriously. I had a
real good time working on ‘Train-

appear

could follow up that genre.”
In some ways, Hawke s character Jake Roemck can be
seen as the of his
“Training Day” role — lhe new kid ndmg with the rogue
L.A. narc played by Denzel Washington. (Washington won
an Oscar for his work in the 2001 release, and Hawke was
nominated for one.) As “Assault on Precinct 13” begins,

Laurence Fishburne, left, and Ethan Hawke
in the action flick “Assault on Precinct
ing Day, and I was beemg if 1 13,” which recently opened in the States.

AP
Actor Ethan Hawke has a lot of things going on right now:
Rehearsals for the 20th-anniversary revival of David Ra.
be’s lacerating Hollywood theater piece, “Hurly Burly,” an
Academy Award hest screenplay nomination for “Before
Sunset” and jottng down notes for his next novel.

Hawke is once again undercover, consorting with dealers,
worried about the lives of his team.

“In a way, it could have been a sequel,” he notes. “If Jake
was sitting in a precinct house outside of L.A. instead of De-
troit could easily be where this guy had ended up.

“But all that is hindsight. Truth is, it was an entertaining
script and I liked the part.”

Hawke, 34, has a lot of things going on right now: He’s in
rehearsals for the 20th-anniversary revival of David Ra-
be’s lacerating Hollywood theater piece, “Hurly Burly,”
which opens in New York Jan. 27 and also stars Bobby Can-
navale, Parker Posey and Wallace Shawn.

In the past two weeks, he has landed an Academy Award
best screenplay nomination and a Writers Guild best
screenplay nomination — in ca-
hoots with director Richard Linklat-
er and Julie Delpy — for “Before
Sunset,” a film he and Delpy
starred in that landed on many a
critic’s Top 10 of 2004 list. Hawke
reports that he’s begun to “day-
dream” and jot down notes for his
next novel (he’s published two).
And he recently finished up work
on “Lord of War,” with Nicolas
Cage, Jared Leto and Bridget
Moynahan. Andrew Niccol, who
cast Hawke opposite Uma Thur-
man in 1997’s “Gattaca,” wrote and
directed the tale of gun-runners in
Africa.

“In a simplistic way, it's a por-
trait of the devil,” says Hawke of
the film, slated for a midyear re-
lease. “It answers the question:
How do X million people die in
Rwanda and in the Congo and Sier-
ra Leone and these places? Well,
somebody sells them AK-47s.

“Who is it that sells them? It's
these guys that go to the poorest
places in the world and sell arms to
both sides of a dispute and then
leave town.

“And they make millions and mil-
lions of dollars off of other people
killing each ulher It’s kind of a fas-
cinating expose.”

Hawke, who plays a U.N. official in “Lord of War,” is
also looking to get a pet project, “Billy Dead,” off the
ground. “It’s based on the novel by Lisa Reardon. It's a
very dark, weird little family drama ... . P've been trying to
get the movie made for years, but it doesn’t seem to be one
that is really capturing the financiers’ attention.”

ROGUE PICTURES/AP

Starr, Lee pair for comic book adventure

And you thought he could only play the drums.

Former Beatle Ringo Starr and comic book mogul Stan
Lee a partnership sday to launch an
original entertainment franchise of an animated persona
based on and voiced by Starr.

“Ringo is beloved wor]dwme for his commitment to
people and his singular wit,” said
Lee, the man responsible for “the
likes of Spider-Man and The Hulk.
“Our Ringo Superhero character
will combine these qualities, along
with Ringo’s secret powers which
people generally didn’t know about
because he has kept them secret —
until now.”

Starr’s alter ego is described as an
“evil-battling,  Earth-saving —
though reluctant — superhero with a
great sense of rhythm.”

Financed, produced and distribut-
ed by IDT Entertainment, Lee’s
POW! Entertainment will develop the project alongside
Starr’s Rocca Bella company for television, DVD, publish-
ing and other ventures.

Production on the series will begin this year, with a
DVD planned for release in the beginning of 2006.

Late singer honored with stamp

The late singer Marian Anderson, famed for her con-
tralto voice, was honored on a U.S. postage stamp in a cer-
emony Thursday.

First-day of issue ceremonies for the stamp were held
at DAR Constitution Hall, where the singer was once de-
nied a chance to perform in the 1930s because she was
black.

“There is no one more richly deserving of such an
honor,” commented James DePreist, director of conduct-
ing at The Julliard School in New York and Anderson’s
nephew.

“T hope that it will give an opportunity for there to be a
focus of attention on her, particularly her artistry,” he
said.

DePreist likened Anderson’s success to that of Jackie
Robinson, the first black major league baseball player.

“When history collides with what you just want to do,
your career, then what happena depends on how muLh
grace resides within you,” he said.

Europe festival to feature Black Sabbath

0zzy Osbourne and heavy metal pioneers Black Sab-
bath will be among the headliners at this year’s Roskilde
Festival, one of Europe’s largest
music events.

Osbourne, who grew up in Bir-
mingham, central England, rose to
stardom with Black Sabbath in the
1970s before launching a solo ca-
reer. It will be the band’s sole sum-
mer festival appearance, organizers
said Wednesday.

Last year, 75,000 tickets were sold
for the outdoor event, where more
than 150 artists, including the Pix-
ies, Morrissey, Sahara Hotnights
and Avril Lavigne, performed on

oskilde’s six stages.

First held in 1971, the festival in Roskilde, 25 miles
west of the capital, Copenhagen, was inspired by the 1969
Woodstock Festival in upstate New York. It attracts visi-
tors from throughout Europe and the United States.

Oshourne

Dick Clark recuperating at home

“American Bandstand” icon Dick Clark is recuperat-
ing at home after a minor stroke put him in the hospital
for more than seven weeks.

Clark, 75, returned to his Malibu
home Wednesday and was grateful
for the many cards and letters he re-
ceived during his hospital stay, publi-
cist Paul Shefrin said.

“He was very touched by the out-
pouring of support, not only from the
celebrity world but from the people
on the streets of New York,” Shefrin
said.

For the first time in 32 years,
Clark was unable to host his “New
Year’s Rockin’ Eve” show from
Times Square. Daytime talk show
host Regis Philbin stood in while
Clark watched from his hospital bed.

During the broadcast, fans on the street held up “Get
Well Dick” signs.

Photos and stories from The Associated Press
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Blondie Spider Man Baby Blues

Dilbert
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HAD A LITTLE TROUBLE
WITH THE CAN OPENER

45 46 47
48 29 50
51 52 53
Across 49 Jim Carrey as 20 Cape —, N.J
1 Upper limit Fletcher Reede, 23 Protrude
4 Exchange eg 24 Noshed
8 Walton and 50 See 46-Across 25 TV network
Waterston 51 Charon's river 26 Garfield's
12 52 Siblingless owner
13 Arizona tribe 53 Of long standing 27 — Montana
12 Sightly 28 0AS member
15 Moty Python” Down 29 Roam about
onty Python 1 Spring wind? 31 Bewilder
opener 2 Con 32 Buy stuff
16 Mad King of 3 Chilean money 34 Somewhere
literature 4 11l will out there
17 Liama land 5 Handle 35 Weaponry
18 Eponym of an effectively storehouse
Idaho jazz 6 Asian nursemaid 36 Take it easy
festival 7 Confusing 37 Deadly
21 UK. ref. bk contradiction 38 Carrots' mates
22 Rotation duration g Qversentimental 39 Right on
23 “Pacific 9 Drive the the map
Overtures” getaway car 40 Low club
setting 10 Painter Joan 41 Devastation
26 Co-host of “The 11 Dazzle 42 Mexican entree
View” 19 Grandson of 43 October stone
27 Moonshine Methuselah 44 Dweeb
holder
30 Beehive State Answer to Previous Puzzle
31 Indulge in
fisticuffs
32 McGwire
33 Cowboy's
nickname
34 Enjoyment
35 Winning
36 Churchill's “so
few” (Abbr.)
37 Back
38 “Baby, | Love
Your Way" singer
45 Count
counterpart
46 Jam ingredient?
47 Mimic

48 On the briny

1-29 CRYPTOQUIP

TZPH IWIXLYPO CJXI1ZE
WPNVLXWEP VIJHPC JITPO, N
EXRRIJEP 1ZJEP S WP

OPYNHDXPHI RSCVPHIE.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A LOCAL TAVERN HAS
THIS MOTTO IN ITS ADVERTISEMENTS: “THIRST
COME, THIRST SERVED.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals P
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Mother-i

Dear Abby: My husband and
T are very happy. However, his
mother is an intrusive pest. I am
a stay-at-home mom, and she
calls all day long. When I an-
swer, I get an earful about how
often her son calls or doesn’t call
her, or she finds fault
with the things I do with
my children. If I don’t
answer, she comes over
to our house.

The other day, she
knew that I was going to
my mom’s office to drop
some stuff off and help
her with some things.

When I arrived, there
was my husband’s moth-
er, sitting there waiting
for me. Also, when my
husband confides in her
— like when I got preg-
nant — she takes it upon herself
to call my family and announce it
instead of allowing me to tell
them myself.

I love my husband. We are
happy together. But T have
reached the point where I'm
beginning to consider divorce in

Dear Abby

order to get away from his moth-
er. He has offered to speak to
her, but I feel bad because I
know she’ll know I asked him to
say something. What should I do?
— Tearing My Hair Out
Dear Tearing: You have de-
scribed a lonely, needy person
with too much time on
her hands. Rather than
expecting you to enter-
tain her, she needs to
get a life of her own.
Your husband should
talk to his mother and
encourage her to find
other interests. If she
blames you, so be it.
However, he would be
doing her a favor to
help her investigate
what activities and
opportunities are avail-
able for seniors in your communi-
ty in case she’s so passive she
doesn’t know how to reach out.

Dear Abby: My companion
and lover, “Jimmy,” stole $40
from some close friends of mine.
He was caught, confronted, and
paid the money back. I told

n-law needs her own life

Jimmy if anything like that ever
happened again, he was out the
door.
I am willing to forget the inci-
dent and move on; however, my
two friends feel differently. It
has created a wedge between us.
They continue to talk to me on
the phone at work, but Jimmy’s
name is never mentioned. Yester-
day, when I casually mentioned
the four of us getting together, T
was informed that it would never
happen. I did nothing wrong, but
1 am feeling ostracized.

— In the Middle

in Columbia, S.C.

Dear In the Middle: You are
not being ostracized, Jimmy is —
and for good reason. He has
sticky fingers. Allow me to offer
two suggestions: If he'd steal
from your friends, he would also
steal from you, so keep your
valuables under lock and key.
And socialize with your friends
without him.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Be honest with tag-a-long roommate

Dear Annie: 1ama
college sophomore, and I
have a problem with my
roommate, “Janie.” Janie
and I are friends, but not
really close.

Whenever I am invited
out, however, she as-
sumes she is invited, too.

I would feel aw!
telling her she can’t
come with, because I
suspect she doesn’t have
any other friends. My
friends like her well

enough, but things always seem
alittle awkward when she’s
around.

Just because we’re room-
mates, does that mean we are
joined at the hip? I don’t want to
be selfish, nor do I want to be

Being with her 24/7 is too much
time spent with one person.

How can I distance myself
from Janie, socially, without
hurting her feelings?

— Annoyed Roommate

Dear Annoyed: You and Janie
are in college, now, and it's time
for you to grit your teeth and take

Annie’s Mailbox

on the hard tasks. Talk
to Janie.

Explain that it isn’t
healthy (not to mention
it can damage the
friendship) to be togeth-
er 24/7. She needs to
develop her own social
life and extracurricular
activities. College
provides a wonderful
opportunity to meet a
culturally diverse col-
lection of people your
own age, and she
shouldn’t squander it. Encourage
Janie to join some campus orga-
nizations, find a part-time job, do
volunteer work or tutor. If things
don’t improve, you might consid-
er finding another roommate
next year.

Dear Annie: This is in re-
sponse to “Frustrated Parents in
Tilinois,” who have a 4-year-old
autistic son. They had trouble
dealing with rude comments
about their son’s behavior in
public. I have two autistic chil-
dren and can relate.

The Autism Society of Ameri-

ca offers a business card you can
le. O

tics of
autism, and the other tells how to
communicate with those who
have autism.

I have presented this card to
friends who were curious, to my
son’s T-ball coach and to com-
plete strangers. It also includes a
note to policemen, firemen, etc.,
that the autistic person may not
understand or communicate,
which makes it a good tool to
place in your child’s pocket or
backpack.

The card not only educates
others, but it stops rude people in
their tracks. You can order 100 of
these cards for $18 through the
Autism Society of America (au-
tism-society.org) at 1-800-3AU-
TISM (1-800-328-8476).

Dear B.L.L.: What a wonderful
resource. Thank you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to
t, or write

VARAL

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
@ BL by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one fetter to each square,
10 form four ordinary words.

CLECY

©2005 Tribune Media
Al Rights Feserved.

ervices, Inc
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Now arrange the circled letters to
N “ VvV "
S e000000
B A AN AN

DYKLIN
GLABEN
form the surprise answer, as.
{Answers Monday)

Vesterday's | Jumbles: WINCE HEDGE REBUKE COERGE
Answer:  Knitted with a complex stitch —
HER BROW

Family Circus

\-29
210581 K.
5 i P .

to: Annie’s Mallbor, ¢/o Creafors Synd-
cate, 5777 W. Century Bvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 50045.
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Dennis the Menace

“l peeled all the bananas for our
lunches next week.”

©Gary Larson

“Jowy= GONNA BETHE WORLDS F[RST
TALKIN SNOWMAN, CooL HUKZ’

The Far Side

Non Sequitur
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Last-gasp NHL labor talks
end in another stalemate

BY TOM GULITTI
The Record (Bergen County, N.J.)

NEW YORK — The glimmer of
hope for the 2004-05 NHL season
appeared to flicker out following
Thursday night’s meeting in New
York.

According to a source, the
league submitted an informal pro-
posal featuring several salary
cap-based plans. Predictably, the
players, who have repeatedly
said that a cap is a non-starter,
were not pleased.

“We continue to have signifi-

The “philosophical differenc-
es” Saskin spoke of continue to be
the league’s insistence on “cost
certainty” in the form of a link be-
tween salaries and revenue and
the players defining any such link
as a salary cap.

Rumors swirled Thursday
night about the content of the
league proposal. One report said
itincluded a team-by-team salary
cap with no luxury tax. Earlier,
sources talked of a compromise
deal that would include a luxury
tax triggered by a soft salary cap,
asalary mini per team and a

cant

NHLPA senior director Ted
Saskin said in a statement. “No
meetings are scheduled and we
will not make further comment at
this time.”

The latest breakdown could be
a deathblow to the season, though
both sides apparently agreed to
Kkeep open the lines of communica-
tion.

Although NHL Commissioner
Gary Bettman refuses to issue a
drop-dead date, it is believed a
deal would have to be struck be-
fore the end of the month to play
this season.

The sides had originally
planned to continue talking Fri-
day in New York. Scrapping that
plan appeared to be another nega-
tive sign.

“We are finished for the night,”
an NHL spokesman said in a state-
ment. “Nothing further is sched-
uled.”

hard cap ceiling.

TSN in Canada initially report-
ed a plan that would feature a $6
million individual salary limit —
no player could earn more than
$6 million per season — plus a lux-
ury tax on the team’s total pay-
roll, but later said that was not
part of the league’s proposal.

It was reported that the sides
made little progress during
Wednesday’s 5%s-hour meeting in
Toronto, but they have picked up
their pace considerably in the past
week and a half. Thursday’s meet-
ing was their fourth in nine days
after the sides met only twice dur-
ing the previous four months.

The sides met for four hours
Thursday. As with Wednesday’s
meeting, the location was not dis-
closed and Bettman and NHLPA
executive director Bob Goode-
now did not take part.

Canada coping without
its national obsession

BY RACHEL BLOUNT
St. Paul Star Tribune
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TORONTO — Busy as she was
with the Hockey Hall of Fame in-
ductions, Kelly Masse hadn’t
given much thought to the NHL
lockout. Then came November,
when she turned on the TV and
came face-to-face with the gaping
void disrupting her country.

Instead of “Hockey Night In
Canada,” she found a movie. In
ensuing weeks, Masse grappled
with the decline in visitors to the
Hall of Fame, where she handles
public relations; with the job wor-
ries of friends who work for
teams; and with the stories of lone-
ly restaurants and bars.

‘While many U.S. citizens aren’t
even aware of the lockout, the
league’s shutdown has dragged
Canadians through the first four
stages of NHL grief: sadness,
anger, disgust and apathy.

Given Canadians’ devotion to
their national game, most expect
the fifth to be forgiveness rather
than abandonment. Until the
labor strife ends, though, the na-
tional identity will be missing a
few lines in its fingerprint.

“On a Saturday night, especial-
ly 's snowing, you just want to
watch a hockey game,” Masse
said. “Even if you're at a bar and
you're not realiy watching it close-
ly, it’s just nice to have it there.
For Canadians, this is a real strug-
gle”

The NHL hasn't yet considered
replacement players, but the Ca-
nadian Broadcasting Corporation
already has its new lineup. Indi-
ana Jones and Luke Skywalker
are among those standing in for
Mats Sundin and Jarome Iginla,
and they're proving surprisingly
popular thus far.

The CBC has replaced its “Hock-
ey Night In Canada” telecasts — a
beloved Saturday institution for 52
years — with movies. The one con-
stant is “Hockey Night” host Ron
MacLean, who is infroducing the
films to an average of 900,000
viewers. NHL games draw an aver-
age of 1.2 million.

There are darker numbers,
however. About 50 people who
work exclusively on “Hockey
Night” have been laid off, and
CBC President Robert Rabino-
vitch has predicted the network
will lose $20 million Canadian if
the season is canceled.

All-sports network TSN is show-
ing reruns of ‘“classic” NHL
games.

The weekly magazine “The
Hockey News” is publishing
every other week. Puck manufac-
turer InGlasCo, which supplies
the NHL, has laid off 20 of its 40
workers.

Based on government statistics,
Toronto’s Globe and Mail newspa-
per estimated a lost season could
deliver a $170 million hit to Cana-
da’s gross domestic product.
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SCOREBOARD

Correction

A story in Thursday’s edi-
tion about Ramstein wrestler
Noah Sheppard contained in-
correct information. London
Central’s Johnathan Scott was
the European champion at 112
pounds.

AFN TV & Radio

Saturday
ports, 9 am.—Golf: Bob Hope
Chr S\er Classic, third round (did).
:  Australian

Open women's final (dd).

AFN-Sports, 1:30 p.m.—NBA: Cleveland at
New York (d\d
ollege basketball:
Nor e irginia.
P College basketball:

Ar-Paciic, 7 pm.
South Carolina at Fiorida:
APN-Atiantic, 130, pm.~College basket-

all: North Cargina St af lem
Road to the Pro

iy
AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.—College basketball:
Kentucky at Arkansas,
lantic, 10 p.m.—College basketball:
Miam at Wake Forest:

unday
AFN-Sports, mldnlgh( College basketball:
Indiana at lowz
por am.—College basketball:
Syracuse at P\tlsbumh

inter X Games.
AFN-Pacific, 3 am.—College baskétball:
Texas at Kansas.

5 am.—College basketball:

portin at Gonzaga.

FN-Sports, 9 —Golf: Bob Hope
chrysler ClasSic, Mh Toing (dlo).
mﬁ’ )n -Atlantic, 1 p.m.—Winter X Games

ports, 1 p.m.—College football: Se-
morﬂowl(d\d)
AFN-S)

Open mensflna\( m}
Pacific and Radio,  p.m.—NBA: Hous-

u
m.—College basket-
ball Vichigan at burdie,
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—NFL: Arena Football
League game, fegms TED,

.m.College basketball:
wash mg‘mn S Arizons s

‘APN-Alianic, 54 pm.—College basket-
ball: Connecticut at Notre Dame.

Tennis: Australian

Al times are Central European Time: didin:
dicates deiayed broadcast. Al

SUbject fo change. VISl wwiw.myatnnet for
Fore information.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan..
St, Louis 27, Seattle
N.Y. Jets 20 San D\EGQ‘H oT
an.s

Indianapolis 45, Denver 24
Minnesota 31 Green Bay 17

rday, an. 15
Pittsburgh 20Ny Jets 11O
Atlanta 7, St Louis 17
unday, Jan. 16
Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 14
ngland 26, Indianapalis 3
hampionships
Sunday, Jan,
Philagelphia 37, Atlaia
Nel wEng\andAl umshurgh 7

1ok

Philadelphia vs. New Eng‘and

College basketba

Thursday’s men’s scores

6L, Haruord 2
by

nia 85, Wes
Baruch‘!l bolytechnic 58
entley 75, Stonehil 68
omnecticut 47

a5, Glenill st. 64
and 4¢

3.
Endicott 3, Nel England Goll. 60
S

Mount St. Mary, N.
Motntair St. 96,
New England 72, Ventworth Tech 67
iagara 74
63, W. New england 47
Rlor o8 Manhatian 46
Robert Morris 12,8, Francis,pa. 64
e Nambshire 71 St pheaats o
Salem ntertational 67 Ohio Valley 53
Salve Regina 12, E, Nazarene 58
Shepherd 78, Bluefield St. 67
St. Anselm 76, Franklin Plerce 68
St Peter's 86, Loyola, Md. 66
UMEC T, Maine 57

SOUTH
\sbury 86, Johnson Bible 79
69, Tennessee St. 51
wm. Carey
uefield 66, ia-Wise 49
Brescia 77, Bethel, Tenn. 48
Gincinnati 74, Soutn Florida 48
Glark Atlanta €5, sk
Umberiand: Ky. 71 Gegroetown, ky. 67

Gumi beriand, Tann. 65 Martm Methodist 72

Denver 7ZKSL7:3A?"|A Alabam:

Eilsbeth,
frskine &3,

th 47
e St. 60

yette O1 W. Kentucky 76

paul 55

éone € 83, U, of the ozarks 63

St. 75,

Moumm-ve w5 A

Virgi Virginia 73
\r?mvaun ion 81, N. , Central 70
flinois 85, Centenar

Ashiand 77, Wayne, Mic
Condron S Bt Vies 5o
Gleveland $€ 77 Butler
or 53, L Springfield 68
Eull‘\l/er otkion &8, Graceland, lowa 55
o
ELangal 7, NEasocT Valey 66
Hillsdale 67, Mercyhurst 5
indianapolis 71, Lews 52
Marian, Ind. 67, Spring Arbor 65
Nicbherson 71, Bethe, Kan, 68
Michioan St & Michigan S5
-Am Nazarer\ke 81, William Jewell 74

H

2

M
Missour t
N R gan 74cLake Soperior St o4

Nebraska-maha 13, St Cloud S¢.70

acksonyille St 65
-Edwardsvilie 69, N. Kentucky 66

Sogina Vlley st Mchigan Tech 73, 0T

outtwestern, Kany 6 Stefn

St 2, Wis: Parkcide s

Tabor &b, Frle

Wiberforte 73 Gertralst. onio 71
WEST

Arkansas st. 78, Ark.-Little Rock 64
Cent. Arkansas 78, S, Arkansas 53

Cent, Oklahom: a 81, Cameron 79
Hardin-Simmons 58, Texas Lutheran 50
"Arkansas Tec

oward Pajyne 30, Mary Hard:Baylor 80
Loutsiana Colle
reiner

merce 99, Abilene Christ, 55
sville 66, W. Teras AGM 58
s 96, £, Texas ptst
Texas: Ty\er &, LeTourneau
Wayiand Baptist 93,5, Nazarene 75
Arizona 91, Washington 82
Arizona St: 68 Washington st 62
CalStFullerton 52, Cal Poly-SLG 69
Californa 65, Oregon 62

n 64, b{!)onanaS! 50

Fawal 75 Rice Z
Long Beath St. 5:
Middle CFemacost 6 Newt Mexico st. 50

2 St.-Billin

lonta %s 118, W New Mexico 70
Pacl'lc as 5 Nortl
ac %

valpara:so U
% iah a8, Montana Tech 76

Thursday’s women’s scores

easT,
Alderson-Broaddus T,

lm Ve Mary 40
ickinson 57, Long Island U. 53

armont st 1. Wheeling fesut 55
Fordhar

491 n 62, Maine Maritime 55
54, Keeig st 51

dasl, Eastom s

s M. 68, Cer Cen! Conn.st. 61

s. Connecticut 75, Bryant 54
Salve Reoina 8 & Nazarene 69

Anderson, 5.C. 110, Con

Appalachian $t. 80, call ovcnarlcsmnsz
ustin Peay o0, Teressce S

Cameestl\e vile 26"

¢l
Ehok Wania e Tusk egees
5 Mt Methodist 57

Cumberland, Ter

Gelta st 03, buachita 43

ke 60; Maryland 5
 Kentucky 85 M rrn Vs

Elizabeth Balts

Florida Anan o6, Jacksonwue 54
Fort Valley St. & Lan
cod-Hartemani 5, 'Blie Mountain
b, Clmberianc, . 52

Georgta 81, Fofi
Georgia St. 61, Campbell 49
James wadison 69; Towson 68

Johnson €, Smith 73, Winston:salem 63
LRGeSy izon 1o tam
Hceres Garurer Wesb 41
Miami 62, Flandast L

Middle Tenn. 53, Louis
MiSSiSsiopl 2 MISsiss 'ﬁ . 6
M\sslss\’)pwcmlegem of the Ozarks 61

outh

Norih Carolina 3, Wake Forest o1
Qld Bominion 68 George

etfer 15 Belmont A6 eyo

haw
st

e e St
Vartin 35 Riorehead ot 50
8, South Carolina 53

ToxasSist éz Louisiana 69

Troy 72, Belin

UCFes,Stetsor

V& Commannaalih 61, N.C.-Wimington 60

Vandemm 73" Kentucly 67
inia-Wise 79, Bluefield 60
entucky 83, New Mexico St. 64
William Carev 61, Belhaven 54
‘MiDW

Ashland 66, Wayne, Mich. 51
Augustana,il &1 linofs Wesiyn 59
Bet 4

Hillsdale 73, Mercyhurs 553
90 73, Youngstown St. 65
linois 53, Indiana,
Indionast T8 Ilinols 65
indianapolis 6. Lewis
lowa 71, Micl hg
Lake siiperior .68 N. Michigan 59

Lincoln
ian, 1. 51

NicPRerson 5o, kcth I, Kan
Michigan Tech 62, Sagmaw Valley st. 40
W William Jewell 62

0 St. sin 6
VAR Jacksonwl\e st.51
Samford 79, liinois
Clou ! Nebracka-Omaha 50
Sherin 53 Southwestern, Kan. 61
Tabor nds 20

side 74 St Joseph's
t. 64, %Dyu\aufc easo 5

ar
Wrohes
Xavier 73, Da

OUTHWEST.
Arkansas Tech 61, Harding 40

Austin 69, Louisiaha College 6

Cent; Aransas 72,. Aransas 53
Hardin:si xas Lutheran 53

ouisiana-Monroe 79, Sam Houston st. 49
Ncliury &4, Schyelner 56

Ok\ahoma cnmsuan A SbE0ek Shristian 66

allas
Yexas Tyler 80, LeTourneau 54
Wayland Baptist 64, 5. Nazarene 61

AirForce 48, san biego St
St. 62 LcusanaTech o

S Nort Pacific 50
Sl orea al o510 57
ashington 69, Montana'st. 63
Tdaho 10, Lon 58
Niantans 13 Sortac 3t
Noniana Techbo, Wesirnster, tah 56
New Orleans 56, Denver 46

Oregon 78, UCL
rancisco 54, St. Mary's,
Santa Clara 18, San Diego 75,
Southern Cal 69, Oregon St. 5¢
Stanford sz Washington %>

265, UG Riverside 62

cal.52

Wakngton st 7. Cattornia 69

Hope Classic

iy ]
Bermud Dins Country clulu e.%z

jards
Par for al four courses; 73 (36-36)

Joe ogilie -63-127 -17
Fredrik Jacobson -6-130 -1
Phil Mickeison -64-130 -1
ly Mayfalr 64131 -1
Jason Aflred 65131 -1
Fred Couples 66131 -1
obert Damron 67131 -1
Peter Lonard 64131 -1
im Herron 64132 -1
ed Purdy 68132 -1
Durant 66132 -1
Pat perez 66133 -1
Duffy Waldorf -69-133 -1
AL Lewis. -66-133 -1
Bill Haas -66-133 -1
Jesper Parnevik 65133 -1
Justin Leonard 67133 -1
ed Funk 70— 133 -1
Brian Davis 66134 -1
yan Pal -67-134 -1
Brian Bateman -67-134 -1
Joey sindelar 66134 -1
Olin Browne 67135 -

Kevin Sumer\and
John Daly

Bt Cherger
Michael Allen

geri Crane.
Kent
per UIrlkJohansson

BAret Shtehan
Scott Verplank

fatt Gogel
Franklin Langham
Steve Lowe
Steve Elkington
Paul
Lay Willamson
Dar my i
Kir Triple
aul claxton

Jan Poufter

Carlpettersson

Robert

Stephen Ames
hn Cook

EoankCekiter 1

Jonaihan Kay

ve Flesch
Chris Starkjohann

THE COMMISSIONER WANTS TO
REMIND YOU THAT IF YOU 6076 WIN
THE SUPER BOWL, YOU MUST WEAR

THE LEAGUE WILL BE BILLING FOX
FOR EACH SECOND EXPO-

B A 000D FRE FOR WEARNG
APPAREL WITH NO LOGO AT ALL.

Geoff Ogilvy 75-68—143 -
Lee Janzen 7BE8-143 -
Kenny Perry 68-75—143 -
Brian Gay 7370143 -
Brad Faxon 74-69-143 -
Hank Kuehne 72-72-144
Mike Weir 717 144
Daniel Chopra 73-12—-145 +
Mark Brooks 70-76—146 +:
Lyle 71-75—-146 +:
SEeHer Saney 757147 +
Glen Hnatiuk 72-76—148 +:
Dennis Paulson T7-716—153 +¢
Lanny Wadk 7679135 +1
avid Duval 82-79—-161
Caltex Masters

iontidaY

At Laguna National Golt and Country Club
Singapore

Purse: $1 millios

Valdage: 7.201 ‘oalds Par72

Nick Dougherty-Ergran
ColinMontgombrie Scol\and
‘Thomas Bjorn. Den

an Nialayi

apmab, England %
Kim Felton, A -
Bling Singanore X
Brad Kerinedy, -
Jose Manu ain 2
S A rance  63-
raya Marksaeno, “Thalan: -
Graeme McDowell, Ireland
Chawalit Plaphol, thailand
Peter Senior, Australia

Ausraia

Thursday’s transactions

SEBALL
American League
ANAHEIM ANGELS—Agreed to terms with
 Josh Paul on a one.year contract.
CHICAGO WHITE SOX—Agreed to terms
with INF Tadahito Iguchi on a two-year con-

ract
TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
it RHP Hideo Nomo on a minor league con-

iational Leagu

5 Agrecd o
terms. W\(h RHP Mike Koplove on a two-year

ntra
ATLANTA BRAVES—Agr reed to terms with
RHP Kevio b0 ona

WHITRRR REK WARE on a mihor league on:

ract.
WASHINGTON  NATIONALS—Agreed  to
ferme with INF Jamey Carroll LHP Michael

ckley and "RHP" Darrell Rasner on
OMEYE contracts and INF George ‘Arias on

aminor league cgniract.
ational Sasketball Association
DENVER NUGGETS—Named George Karl
coach.

ORLEANS HORNETS —Named Tim Mc-
Dougall chief marketing officer.

iational Footbail Lea

145 COWBOYS ~Named paci Pasqualo-
i toa

'SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS— Named Mike Mc,
garthy offensive  coor
eore Warhop offe

INGTON
18073 NG Alocates o NFL

Malor League Soccer
COLUMBUS CHEW -~ Named Edardo Carva:
cho ggalkeeper coach.

d Steve Morrow, Brian
Haynes and Viareo Fetros! assiotant coach:

HEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION —Announced
the retirement of £ Joc-bax Wi
UAKES -Acquired F
Romld Canftob Trom .0, United 16 o
plete an earlier trade.

Narmed Biad Nasato men's
s AGro9ee toac
imed Neil Macmillan field hockey

SHIO-N:

QUINNIPIAC—Named_ Brendan  Talbot
men's assistant lacrosse coach.

om-

r the

f Dan

8005230 A Wemens fens Cosch.
Named Bill Ringle men'’s tennis coach.
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Boston police
planning tight
security on
Super Sunday

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Police promised to
be out in force on Super Bowl Sun-
day, hoping to discourage the
mob behavior that has been an un-
fortunate byproduct of local
sports teams’ recent success and
resulted in the deaths of two
young people.

Police officials declined Thurs-
day to detail their Super Bowl se-
curity strategy because all the de-
tails have yet to be worked out,
but a high-ranking officer told
The Boston Globe he believes the
plan for Feb. 6 will be similar to
that during the World Series be-
tween the Red Sox and the St.
Louis Cardinals.

When the Red Sox clinched the
world championship, more than
700 officers were in the streets
around Fenway Park, using canis-
ters of pepper spray and water
hoses to control the crowds. Only
a few minor injuries were report-

Police Commissioner Kathleen
. O'Toole has issued a directive
forbidding most officers from tak-
ing Super Bowl Sunday off.

Last year, only 43 officers were
assigned to control celebrating
crowds when the New England
Patriots beat the Carolina Pan-
thers for the NFL championship.

During the rioting, James
Grabowski, a 21-year-old college
student, died affer he was run
down by an alleged drunken driv-
er near Northeastern University.

An internal report later said the
police department’s lack of prepa-
ration was “inexcusable.”

During rioting that followed
the Red Sox’s American League
pennant victory in October, Victo-
ria Snelgrove, a 21-year-old Emer-
son College student, died after
she was struck in the eye by apo-
lice pepper pellet

The police ofﬁclal told the
Globe he believes those weapons
will not be deployed for the Super
Bowl.

Besides police preparations for
Super Bowl Sunday:

W O'Toole and Mayor Thomas
M. Menino have scheduled meet-
ings Monday with student leaders
from area colleges and universi-
ties to discuss how students can
help create a safe environment.

W Northeastern University’s en-
tire police force, which numbers
about 50, has been ordered to
work on Super Bowl Sunday.

Northeastern officials also will
meet daily next week to plan
crowd-control measures.

W On game day, Northeastern
and Boston University will host al-
cohol-free game-night parties.

Northeastern spokesman Fred
McGrail said that in addition to ar-
rests by police, the university will
expel or suspend students who
misbehave.

Bill Durkin, president of the

Eagles’ Burgess feeling productive again

Philadelphia DE overcomes injuries, compliments Kearse on line

BY DAN GELSTON
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Forget
Terrell Owens, Jevon Kearse and
Brian Westbrook. Maybe the play-
er the Philadelphia Eagles really
needed to snap their three-year
NFC championship game losing
streak was Derrick Burgess.

After all, it was Burgess who ha-
rassed Atlanta’s Michael Vick
mercilessly and helped limit the
NFL’s top-ranked rushing offense
to 99 yards. It was Burgess who
had two sacks, six tackles and
shut down running lanes that
made Vick miserable.

Now he wants a similar perfor-
mance against Tom Brady and
the Patriots in the Super Bowl on

‘eb. 6.
“It feels good for the moment,
but that was last week,” Burgess
said Thursday. “It's done now.
Now, I've got to get out here this
week and do it all over again.”

Burgess can hardly be blamed
for wanting the season to last as
long as it possibly can. The
fourth-year pro missed all but
one game the past two years be-
cause of injuries. But his
two-sack performance against
the Falcons put everyone on no-
nce that he’s all the way back.

‘0 go through so much and be
where I am right now with my
teammates, it's just a beautiful
thing,” Burgess said.

Burgess missed the last 15
games of the 2002 season with a
broken foot. Then last year, only
days before the season opener,
Burgess tore his Achilles’ tendon
and was out for the entire season.

One season-ending injury
made him determined to return
stronger than ever. The next one
made him wonder why the inju-

Philadelphia Eagles DE Derrick Burgess (56) harassed Atlanta Falcons
QB Michael Vick (7) all day in the NFC championship game.

ries kept Last sum-

it was over with. What-

mer it was hard for Burgess not to
dwell on the nearly two full sea-
sons he missed and wonder
whether it could happen again.

“I don’t want to say I had
doubts, but I'll say concerns,” he
said. “But once you step on the
field, it’s all out the window. At

ever was going to happen was
going to happen.”

Burgess wasn'’t totally immune
this season, either. He was off to a
solid start with 22 sacks and start-
ed 11 of 12 games until he separat-
ed his sternum against Green Bay
on Dec. 5, causing him to miss the

last four games of the regular sea-

Still, defensive coordinator Jim
Johnson thought Burgess could
play better in the postseason.

“It’s amazing that he’s made it
through this whole year,”
Johnson said. “He hasn’t been a
pleasant surprise because we al-
ways knew he was a good football
player.”

Burgess returned to start Phila-
delphia’s first playoff game
against Minnesota and did noth-
ing in that one. No sacks, no tack-
les, no impact.

Maybe that’s why Vick had no
idea who that No. 56 was chasing
him all over the field. All Vick
knew was that Kearse was on one
end and “another good defensive
lineman” on the other end creat-
ed problems.

Burgess benefited from a tip
that Eagles defensive line coach

‘ommy Brasher gave rash-
er suggested that Kearse and Bur-
gess swap sides. That put Bur-
gess back on his more natural left
side and the speedier Kearse on
the right, allowing him to better
fill the spot where the left-handed
Vick was more likely to run.

When Vick tried to run from
Kearse, he ran right into Burgess.

Brady presents a different prob-
lem then the more mobile Vick
and Minnesota’s Daunte Culpep-
per. Brady stays in the pocket
longer and won’t beat a team with
his feet like Vick.

“One is an athlete and one’s a
quarterback,” Burgess said.

Johnson said he could flip-flop
the duo again or just keep Bur-
gess on the right side. Either way
is fine with Burgess.

“As long as we can go down
there and get a ‘W, T'll do whatev-
er it takes,” Burgess said.

Ex-Syracuse coach Pasqualoni joins Cowboys staff

The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — Former Syra-
cuse head coach Paul Pasqualoni
became the first new addition to
Bill Parcells’ coaching staff
Thursday.

Pasqualoni, 5, has yet to be as-
signed a specific role. The only
current vacancy on Parcells’ staff
is at tight end, following last
week’s release of offensive line
coach George Warhop and kick-
ing coach Steve Hoffman.

The team’s former tight ends
coach, Tony Sparano, was moved
to replace Warhop.

Pasqualoni was fired after a 6-5
campaign last season. He was
107-59-1 in 14 seasons at Syra-
cuse and led the Orange to nine
bowl games.

Niners hire Saints’ McCarthy
s offensi :

Student Government
at Northeastern, said he is con-
vinced that this year’s events will
prevent students from pouring
into the streets.

“The huge prizes (a plasma
screen television, other electronic
products) and the scale of the
event will draw people,” Durkin
said. “I's more than just putting
the game on the big screen.”

SAN FRANCISCO — Mike Mc-
Carthy will return the West Coast
offense to the San Francisco
49ers after joining the club as
coach Mike Nolan's offensive co-
ordinator on Thursday.

The 49rs also hired George
Warhop as their offensive line
coach, adding two more veteran

NFL assistants to Nolan’s new
staff.

McCarthy spent the past five
seasons with the New Orleans
Saints, whose offense led the NFL
in scoring in 2002. McCarthy also
coached the quarterbacks at
Green Bay and Kansas City —
working with Brett Favre and Joe
Montana — before joining the
Saints.

Nolan pledged to bring the
West Coast offense back to San
Francisco when he was hired ear-
lier this month.

Warhop spent the previous two
seasons coaching the Dallas Cow-
boys’ offensive line following five
years with the Arizona Cardinals.

Raiders hire Colletto
to coach offensive line

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Former
Purdue head coach Jim Colletto
was hired Thursday as offensive
line coach for the Oakland Raid-

ers.

Colletto was the head coach at
Purdue from 1991-96, then spent

two seasons as Notre Dame’s of-
fensive coordinator before join-
ing the Baltimore Ravens, where
he spent the past six years. His of-
fensive line helped Baltimore win
a Super Bowl while blocking for
Jamal Lewis.

But coach Brian Billick fired
Colletto on Jan. 10, a week after
offensive coordinator Matt Ca-
vanaugh resigned under pres-
sure. The Ravens finished 31st in
the NFL in total offense this sea-
son.

Colletto  replaces  Aaron
Kromer, who left the Raiders ear-
lier in the month to join the staff
of former boss Jon Gruden in
Tampa Bay.

Attorney: Ravens CB unfairly
targeted by gambling probe

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Balti-
more Ravens cornerback Corey
Fuller was unfairly targeted by a
gambling probe because of his ce-
Jebrity, his attorney told a jury
Thursday.

The 10-year NFL veteran was
arrested in April when police
broke up a high-stakes card game
at his Tallahassee home. Fuller
was charged with maintaining a
gambling house, use of a firearm

in commission of a felony and mis-
demeanor gambling.

“The evidence is going to show
the reason we're here is not what
Mr. Fuller did, but who Mr. Full-
eris,” defense attorney Tim Jans-
en said in his opening statement.
“Their investigation was detailed
to target Mr. Fuller.”

But prosecutor Matt Smith said
the former Florida State star had
a weapon on him while a card
game was being played and re-
ceived part of the pot for hosting
the game.

“He was standing around the
table like a pit boss ... he took his
cut,” Smith said in his opening
statement.

Jansen noted that Fuller ob-
tained a concealed weapons per-
mit after a shootout at his home
Jan. 21, 2004, an event that trig-
gered the investigation among
several legal agencies.

The defense also said a confi-
dential informant used by local
police at some of the games had
seven felony convictions and was
paid by authorities to get them in-
formation on what was going on
inside Fuller’s home.

If convicted, Fuller could face a
maximum five-year sentence and
$5,000 fine.
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Delgado finalizes deal; Larkin leaning toward retiring

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Carlos Delgado
is taking his anti-war protest to
Florida.

‘While Delgado finalized his $52
million, four-year deal with the
Marlins on Thursday, Magglio Or-
donez made a counteroffer to the
Detroit Tigers and Barry Larkin
said he is leaning toward retire-

ment.

Delgado, who accepted Flori-
da’s contract on Tuesday, said
during his introductory news con-
ference that he will continue not
to stand during the playing of
“God Bless America.”

He refused to stand when “God
Bless America” was played last
season. Instead, he would stay on
the Toronto Blue Jays bench or
go into the dugout tunnel.

“I wouldn’t call it politics, be-
cause I hate politics,” Delgado
said. “The reason why I didn’t
stand for ‘God Bless America’
was because I didn’t like the way
they tied ‘God Bless America’ and
9-11 to the war in Iraq in base-
ball.”

Marlins officials, who gave Del-

Baseball roundup

gado the richest per-season con-
tract in the team’s 12-year histo-
ry, made no objection to his war
protest.

“The Marlins don't support it,
and we don’t not support it,” team
president David Samson said.
“He’s an adult. The club’s posi-
tion is that what he does is up to
him.”

Ordonez, the last remaining
premier free agent, told agent
Scott Boras to make the counter-
proposal to Detroit. The outfield-
er met Monday with Tigers
owner Mike Ilitch, team presi-
dent Dave Dombrowski and man-
ager Alan Trammell.

“Mike Ilitch indicated he was
interested in making a move that
would dramatically affect the
franchise,” Boras said.

Ordonez made $14 million last
year with the Chicago White Sox
and had been seeking a five-year
deal before he became a free
agent.

“Mike did a really good job in

his meeting
of express-
ing  where
the
can
Boras
“He thought
the  Tigers
have a very
good chance
of winning
the AL Cen-
tral. Magglio
is very famil-
iar with the AL Central and with
Detroit.”

Ordonez hit .292 last year with
nine homers and 37 RBIs, miss-
ing most of the season with a knee
injury that required two opera-
tions.

“They talked to the doctors and
were very comfortable Magglio is
healthy,” Boras said.

Larkin said he has turned down
offers to start for several other
teams because he can’t envision
himself playing anywhere but Cin-

cinnati.

“I thought eventually I'd be
able to say, ‘yeah, I can do this, "
the 40-year-old shortstop said.
“But I'm big on loyalty. I couldn’t

come to grips with making a 100
percent commitment” to another
team.

Several teams are still interest-
ed in the former All-Star as a re-
serve, giving him a chance to help
develop younger players.

Larkin sounds as if he’s going
to retire, and says he’s “pretty
close” to a final decision.

“I simply haven’t made an an-
nouncement that I'm not going to
play or retire because it's not that
pressing of an issue,” he said. “If
it comes to the point that spring
trammg starts and I'm not play-
ing, then it will be obvious. I want
no big fanfare, no major an-
nouncement.”

Also Thursday, pitcher Hideo
Nomo agreed to a minor league
contract with the Tampa Bay
Devil Rays that would pay him
$800,000 if he is added to the big
league roster, and Japanese in-
fielder Tadahito Iguchi finalized
his $4.95 million, two-year deal
with the White Sox.

Infielder George Arias, a
former star in the Japanese
league, agreed to a minor league
contract with the Washington Na-
tionals; reliever Rick White

agreed to a minor league contract
with Pittsburgh ($475,000 if
added to the roster); and reliever
Jay Powell reached a prehmmary
agreement on a minor league
deal with the Atlanta Braves.

The New York Yankees
reached preliminary agreements
on minor league contracts with
utilityman  Damian  Rolls
(8600,000) and outfielder Doug
Glanville ($550,000).

Houston outfielder Lance Berk-
man was among five players in
salary arbitration who  settled,
agreeing to a $10.5 mnllmn,
one-year contract. Houston
continue to work for a multiyear
deal with the All-Star, who is ex-
pected to miss the start of the sea-
son after injuring his knee play-
ing flag football.

Arizona right-hander Mike Ko-
plove got a $2 million, two-year
deal, Milwaukee outfielder Brady
Clark agreed to a $1.15 million,
one-year contract and Atlanta
right-hander Kevin Gryboski ac-
cepted a $877,500, one-year con-
tract. Anaheim backup catcher
Josh Paul settled at $450,000, leav-
ing 26 players still scheduled for
hearings next month.

Revolution scoring leader Moore announces

The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — Joe-Max
Moore announced his retirement
from soccer Thursday, ending a
career in which he played in
three World Cups and became
the New England Revolution’s ca-
reer scoring leader.

Moore, 33, hurt his right knee
late in 2003 and aggravated the in-
jury last April in a game against
the MetroStars. He had recon-
structive ligament surgery last

“After numerous attempts to
strengthen and stabilize my knee
through rehab, it became clear
that T had no alternative but to
have reconstructive surgery,” he
said in a statement.

“Considering my age and the re-
covery time necessary, I have de-
cided to end my playing career.”

Moore was a _two-time
All-America at UCLA. He scored
24 goals in international competi-
tion for the U.S. national team,
ranking him third in that catego-
ry, and played in the 1994, 1998
and 2002 World Cup finals. He
also played for the U.S. in the
1992 Barcelona Olympics.

His penalty kick against Jamai-
caon Oct. 7, 2001, at Foxboro Sta-
dium won the game and clinched
a berth for the U.S. in the 2002
World Cup.

He joined the Revolution mid-
way through Major League Soc-
cer’s inaugural season in 1996
and spent parts of six seasons
with New England. His 117 points
(41 goals, 35 assists) tops the
team’s career list.

From 1999-2001, he played for
Everton of the English Premier
League. Moore also played profes-
sionally in Germany and Ecua-
dor.

Ex-Baylor player Dotson
deemed ready for murder trial
‘WACO, Texas — A former Bay-

Sports briefs

lor basketball player accused of
killing a teammate has regained
his competence to stand trial and
is ready to be returned from a
state hospital, a psychologist says.

Carlton Dotson, 22, had been
taken to North Texas State Hospi-
tal in Vernon after a defense psy-
chologist, state psychiatrist and
court-appointed independent psy-
chiatrist all found that Dotson
was incompetent to stand trial in
the death of Patrick Dennehy.

Dennehy’s body was found in a
field near Baylor’s Waco campus
in July 2003. He had been miss-
ing for about six weeks.

In a report to District Judge
George Allen, hospital psycholo-
gist Thomas Gray said Dotson is
ready to be returned to the
McLennan County Jail. Gray said
Dotson must continue to receive
psychiatric care, take prescribed
anti-psychotic medication and
not use alcohol and illegal drugs,
the Waco Tribune-Herald report-
ed in its Friday editions.

Trinidad will meet 154-pound
champion Wright on May 14

LAS VEGAS — Former
three-time world champion Felix
Trinidad will fight for the second
time since coming out of retire-
ment when he meets reigning
154-pound champion ~ Winky
Wright on May 14.

The fight, announced Thursday
by promoter Don King, will be
held at 160 pounds with no titles
at stake.

Trinidad came off a layoff of
more than two years to knock out
Ricardo Mayorga in the eighth
round last October in a middle-
‘weight bout. A former champion
at 147, 154 and 160 pounds, he is
41-1 with 34 knockouts, losing

only to middleweight champion
Bernard Hopkins.

Wright (48-3, 25 knockouts) is
coming off of consecutive victo-
ries over Shane Mosley.

The fight will be held at the
MGM Grand Hotel and will be
televised on HBO pay-per-view.

Quit-smoking product
enters NASCAI
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — One
year after kicking its de-

cades-long cigarette sponsorship
habit, NASCAR apparently needs
a little help staying smoke-free.

Nicorette gum became the first
smoking cessation product to
enter NASCAR when GlaxoSmith-
Kline ~ Consumer  Healthcare
signed a sponsorship deal Thurs-
day with Chip Ganassi Racing.

Three of its quit-smoking prod-
ucts — the gum, the NicoDerm
CQ patch and Commit lozenges
— will be advertised on the rear
decklid of Casey Mears’ car dur-
ing the season. Nicorette will also
be the primary sponsor on the No.
41 Dodge for one race in a deal es-
timated to cost the company $3
million annually.

The anti-smoking products
enter the sport one year after R.J.
Reynolds’ Winston brand ended a
33-year run as title sponsor of
NASCAR'’s top race series. With
wireless company Nextel replac-
ing Winston, NASCAR has made
an effort to distance itself from its
tobacco-chewing, cigarette-smok-
ing image.

Judge rules NCAA tapes will

be allowed at Neuheisel trial

KENT, Wash. — A judge reject-
ed an effort Thursday by Rick
Neuheisel’s lawyers to disallow
tape recordings made by NCAA
investigators as evidence in the
coach’s lawsuit against the Uni-
versity of Washington and the
NCAA.

The tapes came from Neu-

heisel’s interview with NCAA in-
vestigators on June 4, 2003, in Se-
attle. Early on the tapes, Neu-
heisel is heard denying that he
gambled on NCAA basketball
games.

er, after consulting with a
lawyer, Neuheisel admitted doing
so. He was fired later that month
as Washington’s football coach,
with university officials saying he
wasn't fully honest when first
questioned.

Opening statements are sched-
uled for Monday.

Neuheisel maintains the univer-
sity wrongfully terminated his
contract, and that high-ranking
NCAA officials improperly influ-
enced his employment and his job
prospects by encouraging Wash-
ington administrators to fire him.

The NFL's Baltimore Ravens
hired Neuheisel last week as quar-
terback coach.

Referee admits to fixing
soccer matches in Germany
FRANKFURT, Germany — A

year before Germany hosts the
World Cup, a referee’s admission
that he fixed games has the coun-
try reeling from its biggest soccer
scandal in more than 30 years.

Referee Robert Hoyzer said
Thursday that he’s ready to coop-
erate with prosecutors.

“The accusations made against
me in the public are true,” Hoyz-
er said in a statement issued by
his lawyer. “I regret my behavior
profoundly and I excuse myself
to the German soccer federation,
my referee colleagues and all soc-
cer fans.”

The German soccer federation
(DFB) accused Hoyzer of manipu-
lating the outcomes of at least five
games in Germany’s lower divi-
sions and the German Cup after
betting on them. He initially de-
nied the charges.

Changes already have been
made. The federation said it

retirement

would announce referee assign-
ments two days before games, in-
stead of 10. It also will expand its
system of monitoring games and
referee performances.

Because of legal issues, there
was no immediate ban on betting
by referees. But the 44 referees
who attended the DFB’s emergen-
cy meeting said they had never
placed bets and would not do so
in the future.

Guard Randle likely to miss
rest 0is’ season

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Illinois
guard Brian Randle said Thurs-
day he likely will sit out the rest
of the season after recovering
from a broken left hand.

“I think it's the best thing for
me the way things are going right
now,” said Randle, who broke his
hand when he punched a wall in
frustration during a preseason
pracnce “Conditioning, how late
it is in the year, I think right now
redshlmng probably is the best
decision.”

If he does not play for the rest
of the season for the top-ranked II-
lini, the sophomore can ask the
NCAA for a medical exemption to
preserve his three remaining
years of eligibility.

Germany applies to hold
swimming worlds

FRANKFURT, Germany —
‘Germany has applied to have Ber-
lin stage this year’s swimming
world championships, which
were taken away from Montreal
because of local organizers’ fail-
ure to raise enough money.

Berlin proposed to host the
event July 17-31, the same dates
as for Montreal.

Another possible site is Athens,
host of the 2004 Olympics.

FINA pulled the championship
from Montreal on Jan. 19 after Ca-
nadian organizers said they were
$5 million short of meeting their
$30 million budget.
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In do-or-die game, Ga. Tech does it

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Although it’s still
January, Georgia Tech needed
this game in the worst way.

The Yellow Jackets had lost
three in a row, squandered a
17-point lead over Wake Forest
and were on the verge of a crush-
ing defeat when Jarrett Jack
stepped to the free-throw line
with 4.4 seconds left in overtime.

“I told myself that I had to
come through
for my team,”
Jack said. “The
mark of a great
team is being
able to put the
past behind

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

you.”

After gathering himself with a
stroll toward the opposite foul
line, Jack calmly made both free
throws to give No. 22 Georgia
Tech a 102-101 victory over the
fifth-ranked Demon Deacons on
Thursday night.

Wake Forest got the last shot,
but Chris Paul missed at the buzz-
er. He also had a chance to win it
at the end of regulation, but that
attempt fell off the rim, too.

“Coach said, ‘Get the ball and
try to get to the basket,” Paul
said. “I just missed it.”

Georgia Tech (12-5, 3-3) built a
34-17 lead in the first half, but
Wake Forest (16-3, 4-2) rallied be-
hind Eric Williams, who scored
27 points and was nearly unstop-
pable on the inside.

Williams didn’t get much help
from Paul. The leading vote-get-
ter on the AP’s preseason
All-America team managed only
eight points, missing nine of 11
shots.

Will Bynum scored a ca-
reer-high 30 points for Georgia
Tech and spent time guarding
Paul.

“We take pride in stopping
great players,” Bynum said.
“He’s a great player, so we try to

AP

Georgia Tech’s Jarrett Jack is mobbed by fans after the Yellow Jackets
beat No. 5 Wake Forest 102-101 in overtime on Thursday night. Jack
hit two free throws in the final seconds of overtime to decide the game.

play him as physically as possi-
ble. Don’t let him get into rhythm.
Be there in his face every time.”

Georgia Tech’s student body
stormed the court after the final
miss, setting off a raucous cele-
bration that lasted several min-
utes. Weary players from both
teams struggled just to make it to
their locker rooms.

The Yellow Jackets started the
season in the top five, but three
straight ACC losses sent them
tumbling in the rankings. They
had to bounce back from a stun-
ning upset at home by Virginia
Tech last Saturday.

“This may have been make or
break for our season,” Bynum
said. “If we had lost this game, it

could have destroyed our confi-
dence.”

It was a game that didn’t want
to end, stretching on for nearly
three hours and leaving both
teams huffing and puffing. Geor-
gia Tech’s Isma'il Muhammad
hobbled off the court with severe
leg cramps, but the pain subsided
after he was injected with fluids.
He finished the game with both
arms wrapped in gauze.

After Jack put the Yellow Jack-
ets ahead, Wake Forest took off
up the court. Paul missed a des-
peration shot as the horn sound-
ed, but the refs signaled that the
Demon Deacons had called a tim-

eout.
The clock was reset to 2.8 sec-

onds and Wake Forest inbounded
the ball near midcourt. Jack fell
down trying to keep up with Paul,
but it didn’t matter when the final
shot fell harmlessly off the rim.

Clearly, the Yellow Jackets

seem to have figured out Paul,
‘who was held to a career-low two
points in the game at Atlanta last
year.
“We have a lot of big bodies,”
Jack said. “That’s something he’s
not used to. ... Size bothers any-
body.”

Williams’ size bothered the Yel-
low Jackets. The 6-foot-9,
291-pound junior repeatedly mus-
cled through double- and tri-
ple-teams to reach the basket.

“I couldn’t let them stop me,”
he said. “No matter how many
guys they put on me, I had to get
around them.”

Williams met his match near
the end of a game — a cramp that
forced him to the bench.

“I was crying after the game. T
felt I let my team down,” he said.

“I was dlsappomted about having
to come out.”

Justin Gray added 22 points for
Wake Forest.

“I'm proud of our guys,” Wake
Forest coach Skip Prosser said.
“We battled back and certainly
had a chance to win it in the end.”

No. 15 Michigan St. 64, Mic!
gan 53: Maurice Ager scored 18
points and the Spartans (13-3, 5-1
Big Ten) won for the 11th time in
12 games.

Dion Harris and Courtney Sims
each had 12 points for the visiting
Wolverines (12-8, 3-3), who lost to
their in-state rival for the 11th
time in 12 games.

No. 21 Cincinnati 74, South
Florida 48: Eric Hicks had 19
points and 11 rebounds for the vis-
iting Bearcats (16-3, 5-1 Confer-
ence USA), who beat South Flori-
da for the 14th straight time.

Brian Swift had 27 points for
South Florida (8-9, 1-5), which
has lost five straight.

STOCK CAR SALE! _#rona0s B8cse:
TAKE A SHORT CUT TO A GREAT DEAL.

IF YOURE ON DUTY OVERSEAS, HERE'S YOUR Rou‘izw A GREAT DEAL VISIT YOUR
P TO $500 FRO!

OUR STOCK OF US, SPEC

veics UN voP OF ALL THE SENEFITS OF VOLVO'S

MILITARY PROGRAM, BUT YOU NEED TO A:‘r Naw. THIS SPECIM. STOCK CAR OFFER IS VALID UNTIL FEBRUARY 4 ONLY. S40, V50 & KC0 NOT INCLUDED.

se.de @ TEL MAINZ -KASTEL: 06134-28-4638 @ TEL DARMSTADT: 06151-95-10629

QUICK DELIVERY. INSTANT SAVINGS.
ALL 2005 MODELS. LIMITED AVAILABILITY.
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Accuracy

at line key
as Arizona
fights back

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

TUCSON, Ariz. — A year ago,
Washington dominated Arizona
in a way no team had since Lute
Olson started coaching the Wild-
cats. That 0-3 performance offi-
cially became history Thursday
night when No. 11 Arizona beat
the 10th-ranked Huskies 91-82 to
take sole possession of first place
in the Pac-10.

“Last year was last year,”
Olson said. “We are a different
team. We are better defensively.
We have better depth.”

And the Wildcats are very good
free-throw shooters.

They made 38 of 40 from the
line, a school record for at least
30 attempts. Arizona made 31
straight between Hassan Adams’
of the front end of a 1-and-1
with 9:42 left in the first half and
Mustafa Shakur’s miss of the sec-
ond of two free throws with 33 sec-
onds to play.

“Coach is going to make Has-
san and Mustafa run for missing
those two,” center Channing Frye
said Jokmgly “That percentage is
what we have to expect from each
other. We need that type of con-
centration. Without the free
throws, I'm not sure we could
have made this close.”

After a near-invisible first half,
Frye scored 14 of his 18 points in
the second.

“Il feels good to beat those
guys,” Frye said. “We can’t worry
about what happened last year. It
was on our minds. This was a big
win.’

Salim Stoudamire scored 25
points for Arizona, capped by a
three-point play on a leaning base-
line bank shot with 44 seconds
left. Fouled by Nate Robinson as
he crashed to the floor,
Stoudamire made the free throw
to put the Wildcats up 88-82.

“T didn’t care what happened
last year. This is a new year,”
Stoudamire said. “The only rea-
son I thought it was a big game
was because it was for first
place.”

Stoudamire was 9-for-9 at the
lme and Frye was 8-for-8.

“Salim is playing at a very,
very high level,” Huskies coach
Lorenzo Romar said. “I think that
as a result, the chemistry of that
team is at a high right now.”

Shakur added 19 points for Ari-
zona, which trailed by as many as
11 points in the first half and was
down 47-40 at halftime.

Brandon Roy led Washington
(16-3, 6-2) with 15 points, nine re-
bounds and seven assists but was
just 5-for-14 from the field.

Bobby Jones and Tre Simmons
each scored 13 points for the Hus-
kies and Will Conroy had 12
points and nine assists. Robinson
scored 10 points, nearly seven
below his season average.

“It was very frustrating,” Sim-
mons said. “Every time they
came down the court, they were
on the line. But that’s just some-
thing we’ve got to play through.
We shouldn’t have fouled so
much.”
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Hewitt holds off Roddick in semifinals

Australian to face Safin for men’s
singles title; Kuznetsova-Molik
team takes women'’s doubles final

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Lleyton Hewitt was at his aggres-
sive, fist-pumping best Friday,
withstanding 31 aces by Andy
Roddick in a 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4),
6-1 victory to reach the Austra-
lian Open final.

Hewitt, who has angered three
opponents with his shouts to
pump himself up, fired up the
crowd. But one man was too vocal
for Roddick’s tastes — he com-
plained about a fan shouting dur-
ing his service motion in the sev-
enth game of the third set.

Hewitt will face fourth-seeded
Marat Safin on Sunday evening in
a matchup of former top-ranked
players, the first men’s Grand
Slam final scheduled for the
night. Safin ended top-ranked
Roger Federer’s 26-match win-
ning streak in the other semifinal.
Hewitt is trying to become the
first Australian man to win this
‘major since Mark Edmondson in
1976. Pat Cash lost the 1987 and
1988 finals.

Hewitt dropped to his knees
once his victory was secure, kiss-
ing the court and hitting a ball
high into the air as the crowd
roared.

“Always said I'd do anything to
have chance to play in the first
night final here in history, and
T've got my chance,” Hewitt said.
“It’'s awesome. It's a little bit hard
to believe at the moment. I love
this place.”

The women’s final pits
top-ranked Lindsay Davenport
against seventh-seeded Serena
Williams on Saturday.

In the women’s doubles final,
US. Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova and Australia’s Alicia
Molik defeated Davenport and Co-
rina Morariu 6-3, 6-4. Davenport
and Morariu lost to Serena Will-
iams and Venus Williams in the
2001 doubles final in Australia.

In between, Morariu under-
went chemotherapy for leukemia
and has had two shoulder opera-
tions.

Hewitt has won major titles at
Wimbledon in 2002 and the U.S
Open in 2001. Safin won the 2000
U.S. Open and has lost two previ-
ous Australian finals, including
last year against Federer.

“Marat’s beaten the best player
going around.” Hewitt said.

“He’s playing extremely well.
I'm going to have to raise my
level yet again and see what hap-
pens.”

Roddick said the tiebreakers
were the difference.

“I'm usually pretty money in
those,” Roddick said. “Either one
of those would have given me a
distinct advantage. I'm mad. I felt
I'was in there with a shot. He put
himself in position to win big
points. I donated a little more
than I would have wanted.”

Roddick came out hot, jumping
ahead 2-0. The second-seeded
American converted his fourth
break-point opportunity when

AP

Andy Roddick complains to the umpire about a spectator yelling during
his serve during loss to Lleyton Hewitt in the men’s singles semifinal in

the Australian Open on Friday night.

Hewitt won the match, 3-6, 7-6,

7-6, 6-1 and will will play Marat Safin of Russia in the final.

Hewitt hit a forehand that was
called good but TV replays indi-
cated was just long.

As he has done so often, Rod-
dick relied on his blistering serve
to get out of early trouble. He had
six aces as he served at 5-3, using
them to fend off four of Hewitt’s
five break points in the game. He
then finished off the set with an-
other two.

Roddick made it seven aces in
a row with four in the next game.

But Hewitt had only three un-
forced errors in the second set,
which marked the first appear-
ance of his trademark “Come
on!” while pointing his fingers at
his forehead in the 16th game —
much later than usual.

The third-seeded Aussie still
needed a tiebreaker — Roddick
had won all three that they had
played despite’s the Australian’s

4-1 record in head-to-head meet-
ings — to even the match. Hewitt
had the only ace to pull ahead 6-3,
and Roddick netted a backhand
on the next point.

After cracking 23 aces in the
first two sets, Roddick had only
eight in the last two.

“It’s never routine, especially
playing a guy like Andy,” Hewitt
said. “He’s got so much firepow-
er, and 1 had to weather the
storm.”

Roddick went ahead in the
third set when Hewitt dou-
ble-faulted at break point. But
serving at 4-2, 30-30, Roddick —
clearly trying to put a little extra
on his second serve — dou-
ble-faulted twice to return the
favor. He had only six dou-
ble-faults in the previous five
matches, but had nine against
Hewitt.

Mickelson trails Ogilvie

The Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. — Phil
Mickelson expects Joe Ogilvie to
win a tournament any day now.
He just hopes it’s not this Sunday.

Mickelson, going for his second
consecutive Bob Hope Chrysler
Classic victory and third in four
years, is three shots behind Ogil-
vie heading into the third round
of the five-day tournament.

Ogilvie shot a 9-under 63 on
Thursday to go to 17-under 127
through two rounds. Mickelson
had a 64 and was tied for second
with Fredrik Jacobson of Swe-
den, who had a 62.

Mickelson thinks Ogilvie is
due.

B thought he was going to win
New Orleans last year, the way he
played,” Mickelson said. “He lost
by a shot to a very hot Vijay
Singh, but I think he’s ready to
win now.

“It’s going to take all I can do to
fight him off.”

Ogilvie, whose tie for second at
New Orleans last year was his
best finish on the tour, was not
conceding that he was the sec-
ond-round leader of the Hope.

Players rotate among four

Golf roundup

courses the first four days of the
90-hole event, with some of the
layouts more difficult.

“Mickelson shot a 64 today at
La Quinta,” said Ogilvie, who had
his 63 at Bermuda Dunes. “I'd
say technically he’s probably lead-
ing. Score-wise, I am, but techni-
L.ally I'd say he’s leading.

“That's Duke math,” the
former economics major said,
grinning.

Mlckelson summed it up differ-

“I feel like I'm three back,” he

A red Couples and Billy Mayfair
were in a group of five at 13
under. Couples had a 66 and May-
fair a 64.

Ogilvie began the tournament
with a 64 and was at 127 for two
rounds. His 17 under is the
third-most shots below par
through 36 holes in PGA Tour his-
tory.

Tom Lehman was 19 under
after two rounds at Las Vegas in
2001, after Joe Durant was 18

under through 36 holes on his
‘way to winning the Hope earlier
that year. Lehman’s 125 tied
Tiger Woods and Mark Calcavec-
chia for low 36-hole score, with
Woods' coming on a par-70
course and Calcavecchia's on a
par-71 layout.

Ogilvie, 30, wasn’t surprised by
the low total through two rounds
of the Hope this time, although he
chuckled and said, “I'm just sur-
prised that I did it.

“You look at the history of golf
— I don’t think I'm going to be in
any encyclopedias of golf,” he
said.

Ogilvie finished his round with
a gamble that paid off on No. 18,
lofting a 5-wood over palm trees
to within 5 feet of the pin and then
rolling in the eagle putt.

He’s coming off his most suc-
cessful year on the tour, with the
$1.4 million he earned in 2004
more than his previous four years
combined.

Dougherty surges into lead
in Caltex Masters
SINGAPORE — England’s

Nick Dougherty shot a S-under 67
Friday, including a long eagle, to

in quest for Hope repeat

take a one-stroke lead in Sin-
gapore’s Caltex Masters.

Dougherty was at 9-under 135
through two rounds.

Defending champion Colin
Montgomerie was second at 136
following a second-round 71.

Denmark’s Thomas Bjorn, who
shot 66, was joined in third place
by China’s Liang Wenchong (68),
Jamie Donaldson of Wales (68)
and Danny Chia of Malaysia (70).

Teeing off from the back nine,
Dougherty added six birdies to
his eagle against one bogey.

Dougherty hit a monster
3-wood to eagle the par-S seventh
with a 288-yard third shot that
found the cup.

“It was the best feeling I've
ever had. I hit it great,” he said, “I
think Vijay (Singh) or Tiger
(Woods) would be pretty pleased
with that one.”

Montgomerie, the overnight
leader after a superb round of 65
on the first day, had trouble with
his approach shots Friday.

“Ididn’t hit irons close enough,
that was all, and I three-putted
twice. I didn’t get the pace of the
greens at all today,” said the
Scotsman, who carded two bo-
geys and three birdies.

Australian Open

Lieyton Hewitt O, Austealia, def, Andy
Roddick @), United States, 3'6, 76 (3),

Doubles

Championship
Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, and Ali-
da Mok @) Australia et Lindsay Dav-
Corina Morariu (15), Urited
it

Mixed
Quarterfinals
nyi, Belarus, and

Max_Mir
Navratilova oy >Uimten e et
Wayne Black and Cara Black (2) Zimba-
we, 7

E Is

antha Stosur,
Asstal Ge1 Andy fam, lsracl and con’
chita Martinez, Spain, 7-

At the changeover, Roddick
complained to chair umpire An-
dreas Egli about a fan calling out
during his service motion. When
Egli indicated he couldn’t control
everyone in the crowd, Roddick
responded: “You're telling me I
can have someone shout during
every one of his serves and you
can’t do anything about it?”

He complained again in the
next game after someone shouted
as he served at 40-0 after his 27th

ace.

“It just took one jackass to
shout out,” Roddick said later,
adding the crowd overall was
“very respectful.”
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Miller not the only star as worlds begin

BY ERICA BULMAN
The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — A month ago, the Al-
pine Skiing World Championships seemed
destined to become the Bode Miller Show.

Now it appears an ensemble cast of tal-
ent will take turns in the spotlight when the
16-day event begins Saturday.

Opening the World Cup season with four
victories in five races — one in giant sla-
lom, two in downhill and another in
super-G — Miller seemed unbeatable. He
won the slalom in Sestriere, Italy to cap-
ture victories in four disciplines in 16 days,
the shortest span ever.

The idea of Miller making a clean sweep
of the six events in the world champion-
ships did not sound outrageous.

“For the moment, I'm just happy to have
achieved something which was important
to me since I started to race all special-
ties,” Miller said after his remarkable
start. “I knew I could do it and ’m happy
to prove that I was right.”

But now, without a victory since Dec. 13,
Miller looks a bit less formidable.

Skiers from seven nations have won
men’s World Cup races this season; 12
countries have top-three finishes. Austri-
ans Michael Walchhofer and Benjamin
Raich — now within 100 points of Miller in
the overall standings — as well as Miller’s
American teammate, Daron Rahlves, and
Canadian Thomas Grandi have all shown
they're capable of winning.

Italians Giorgio Rocca and Massimiliano
Blardone will be looking to shine on home
snow and Norway’s Lasse Kjus and Kjetil
Andre Aamodt are possible spoilers.

Sweden’s Anja Paerson and Croatia’s

Although he's not won a race since Dec. 13, Bode Miller remains a medal favorite in four
events in the Alpine World Ski Championships, which open Saturday at Bormio, Italy.

Janica Kostelic are the two main overall
threats in the women’s events, which begin
with a super-G on Sunday. Up-and-coming
American Lindsey Kildow, who has one
Victory and seven podium finishes this sea-
son, will also be a threat in downhill and
super-G.

“It gives me a lot of confidence knowing
the hill and that I'm fast on it,” Kildow

S biler never lacks for confidence, but he
simply hasn’t been the same since winning
the season’s first two downhills. He’s re-
turned to the podium only once in Alpine
skiing’s banner event, a third in Wengen.

“Bode enters the season at a naturally
strong level,” U.S. men’s coach Phil McNi-
chol said. “Others catch up later in the sea-
son as they evolve, spend more time train-
ing, sort out their equipment. Because
Bode races everything, he doesn’t have
‘much time to train or test equipment.”

Walchhofer — who, as defending world
champion, won’t need to fight for a down-
hill berth on the deep Austrian squad — is
a gold medal favorite after winning the
long and grueling Lauberhorn at Wengen.

The World Cup discipline leader was
also runner-up behind teammate Johann
Grugger in a dress rehearsal here a month

ago. Grugger, also victorious in Chamonix,
is another contender.

“It was great to win my first downhill on
this course. I hope it's a sign,” Grugger

sai
Mnller, meanwhile, is as excited as any-
bod

“lt s a classic,” Miller said of the notori-
ous Stelvio slope. “It’s tough physically
and technically. That's what makes a great
downhill. It's going to be an awesome
worlds because it’s anybody’s race. You
never know who’s going to win here.”

Once a dominant gate specialist, Miller
is now struggling in slalom after switching
ski brands and focusing more heavily on
the speed events. He has finished just one
slalom — at Sestriere — in seven attempts
this season.

“It depends on the conditions and the
course,” Miller said. “Slalom and GS can
be frustrating because there are two runs.
You can win the first run, but it doesn’t
mean anything if you don't finish the sec-
ond. 'm just trying to make it to the finish
every day. It's easy to make a mistake and
crash. If T make if to the finish, 'm pretty
happy.”

Raich, Rocca and the rising Manfred
Pranger — fresh off tough slalom victories
in Kitzbuehel and Schladming — are
heavy favorites.

Also in the hunt are Rainer Schoen-
felder, Finland’s Kalle Palander and de-
fending champ Ivica Kostelic of Croatia, re-
turning to form following knee surgery.

Miller’s surest shot to win a medal proba-
bly is in the giant slalom, in which he’s the
defending world champion. He's won
twice and finished in the top three in all
but two GS races this season.
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Pistons challenge
Pacers’ patience

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indi-
ana Pacers expected to struggle a
bit after losing five players to sus-
pensions in November.

Two months and a bunch of
losses later, the team’s patience is
being seriously tested.

Chauncey Billups scored 20
points Thursday night as the De-
troit Pistons rolled to an 88-76 vic-
tory for their second straight vic-
tory at Indiana.

<I feel bad for everybody who
has to watch us play. It's a tough
time for us,” Pacers forward Jer-
maine O’Neal said.

“We've got to figure a way to
get out of this funk. I do believe
there’s going to be better days.”

The Pacers have lost three
straight and five of seven, drop-
ping under 500 for the second
time this season after losing their
second straight to the Pistons
since the Nov. 19 brawl between
Pacers players and Detroit fans.

Five Indiana players were sus-
pended, but the Pacers were near-
ly back to full strength Thursday
night for the first time since the
November melee. It didn’t help
much.

Two players involved in the
brawl, O’Neal and Stephen Jack-
son, carried the scoring burden
for Indiana. O’Neal finished with
27 points and nine rebounds,
while Jackson had 11 points and
five rebounds. The only other
player in double figures was Fred
Jones, who came off the bench to
score 14 points.

To coach Rick Carlisle, losing a
third straight game was tough.

Losing again to Detroit seemed
almost disheartening.

“Detroit is a big team, a tremen-
dous team. They played really
well,” Carlisle said. “They’ve got
all their guys. We couldn’t match
that tonight.”

All five Pistons starters
reached double figures. Richard
Hamilton had 17 points and six as-
sists, while Tayshaun Prince had
16 points and seven rebounds.
Ben Wallace had 10 points and 11
rebounds and was booed each
time he scored.

)

Roundup

Detroit tried to take advantage
of the Prince-Jackson matchup,
since it was just Jackson’s second
game back after his 30-game sus-
pension for the brawl.

“If anything, I wanted to get
this game today, being out 30
games took its toll,” Jackson said.
“Pve got to work harder to get
back in shape.”

The Pistons also exploited an-
other mismatch, Jamaal Tinsley
on Billups. Tinsley missed
Wednesday night’s game with the
flu and was ineffective Thursday.
He missed all six of his shots, fin-
ished with two points and spent
most of the night in foul trouble.

Again, it was an emotional
game with five technical fouls
called. Near the end of the game,
Pistons players jawed with Pac-
ers fans, sometimes playfully.

“I like playing here, it’s a good
rivalry,” Rasheed Wallace said.
“Their fans are real rowdy and
hard on the opposmg team and T
like coming in here and playing
against these guys.

In this series, though,
home-court advantage has meant
nothing.

The road team has won all
three games this season, and
Thursday night was Exhibit A in
that case.

Reggie Miller, who denied a
broadcast report that he decided
to retire after this season, and
Rasheed Wallace were each
called for technicals in the first
nine minutes. By halftime, Carl-
isle had also drawn a technical.
O’Neal, who missed 15 games be-
cause of the November fight, was
called for another technical early
in the third quarter.

Between the calls, though, De-
troit used runs of 13-2 and 6-0 to
build a 39-25 lead.

The Pacers rallied just before
halftime, scoring the last five
points to close to 47-40. But De-
troit opened the second half by

Indiana Pacers forward Stephen Jackson (1) fouls Detroit Pistons for-
ward Rasheed Wallace in the first quarter in Indianapolis on Thursday.

scoring five straight points and
pulled away with a 7-0 spurt that
made it 66-51 with 2:18 left in the
third quarter. The Pacers got no
closer than eight the rest of the

“You put any pro team, I don’t
care what league, in our position,
there are going to be some strug-
gles,” O’Neal said.

“We've just got to keep fight-
ing. Hopefully, February will be a
lot better than January.”

Spurs 90, Kings 80: At San An-
tonio, Manu Ginobili scored 25
points and Tim Duncan added 20
for the Spurs, who fended off a
late rally.

Sacramento, which lost to San
Antonio by 30 at home Sunday,
made it more of a contest despite
playing without Peja Stojakovic,
who sat out with back spasms.

The Kings cut San Antonio’s

lead to 78-77 when Chris Webber
stole the ball and passed to Brad
Miller for a layup with 5:06 left.
The Spurs then went on an 8-0
run as Robert Horry made three
free throws, Bruce Bowen hit a
three-pointer  and  Duncan
worked inside for a layup.

Bulls 101, Bobcats 93: At Chi-
cago, Jannero Pargo scored all 14
of his points in the fourth quarter

and Andres Nocioni added 17
points off the bench as Chicago
got 63 points from its reserves.

Eric Piatkowski added 16
points for Chicago, which extend-
ed its winning streak to five
games. The Bulls have won 12 of
their last 13, and eight straight at

home.

The Bobcats have dropped 10
straight and have the NBA’s
worst road record at 1-18. They
have lost 16 of 17 overall since
winning three of four games from
Dec. 14-22.

Rockets: Offense still struggles

ROCKETS, FROM BACK PAGE

“T think those guys have had an impact obvious-
ly,” Rockets coach Jeff Van Gundy said. “Wesley
has made a big 1mpact defensively. Barry has im-
proved our passing — both those guys are pretty
safe with the ball. To me, that's where I've noticed

our improvement.”

But only a little more than midway through the
season, Houston still has much to prove on the way

to the playoffs.

Typical of most Van Gundy-coached teams, the
Rockets are a top-notch defensive club — third-best
inthe NBA. But they 're mediocre —at best —every-
where else: 25t out of 30 teams in scoring, 22nd in
rebounding, 26th in steals and 19th in blocks —even

with 7-6 Yao guarding the basket.

It's important to note, though, that the Rockets
have made significant strides offensively. They're

averaging 96.2 points over the past 21 games com-
pared to 86.9 in the first 22.

“Those guys have opened it up a lot for myself and
Yao,” McGrady said nf Wesley and Barry. “We see a
lot less double-teams.”

The Rockets also have been frustratingly inconsis-
tent. They have won both games against San Anto-

nio, the NBA’s best team, and been swept in two

games by Charlotte, an expansion club.
Houston will face teams fighting for the playoffs

in 18 of its next 20 games, including a brutal

four-game road trip next week t
Philadelphia and Minnesota.
For the league’s oldest and most-experienced
team, that kind of grind could prove to be a daunting
task.

0 Miami, Boston,

“We're not doing bad,” Van Gundy said. “We've

just got to work to improve. We're not there and
we've got a long way to go.”

Houston Rockets’ Yao Ming, rear,
defends against New Orleans
Hornets’ Casey Jacobsen, right.
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Karl rejoins NBA with new appreciation

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

DENVER — George Karl had been in-
volved with basketball since the seventh
grade, so not having it in his life for nearly
two years left him feeling empty.

Now that he’s headed back to the NBA,
Karl has a greater appreciation for what
the game has meant to him.

Out of the NBA since the Bucks fired
him in 2003, Karl was back in Milwaukee
on Thursday to take over as coach of the un-
derachieving Denver Nuggets. He’s expect-
ed to be on the bench Friday night, making
his debut with the Nuggets against his
former team.

“The last 18 months was the first time I
was not with a basketball team for 38
years,” Karl said. “I now realize how fun
and what a privilege it is to be with a bas-
ketball team.”

The Nuggets hope his enthusiasm rubs

off.

One of the favorites in the Western Con-
ference at the start of the season, Denver
hasn’t lived up to the expectations that
came with adding All-Star power forward
Kenyon Martin to a team that had reached
the playoffs for the first time in nine years.

Plagued by injuries and inconsistencies,

George Karl answers questions at a news
conference Thursday in Milwaukee. Karl

the Nuggets got off to a horrible start and
haven't really recovered. Coach Jeff Bzde-
lik lost his job Dec. 28 and Denver has
been only marginally better under interim
coach Michael Cooper, entering Friday’s
game 17-25 and 12% games out of first
place in the Northwest Division.

Karl brings plenty of credibility, ranking

13th with 708 career wins and leading his
teams to five division titles and 13 playoff
appearances in 16 seasons. He has also had
experience turning around underachiev-
ing teams.

Karl helped Seattle reach the playoffs in
1991-92 after a 20-20 start cost coach K.C.
Jones his job, and led the Sonics to three
60-win seasons in five years, including a
trip to the 1996 NBA Finals.

“He’s clearly one of the best coaches in
the NBA, has always been so and his
record exhibits that,” Nuggets General
Manager Kiki Vandeweghe said. “We are
very excited to have him with us.”

Karl can be feisty and confrontational,
but it might be just what the Nuggets need.

With a lineup that includes Martin, Car-
melo Anthony, Andre Miller and Marcus
Camby, Denver certainly doesn’t lack tal-
ent. What the Nuggets seem to need is moti-
‘vation.

Things got better under Cooper, who will
stay on as an assistant, but Denver still
only won four of 14 games and had trouble
closing out the close ones. Injuries have
taken a toll, but there were too many times
when players stood around on defense or
failed to run hard on the break.

Karl isn’t likely to stand for lackadaisical

effort. He’s had clashes with players at just
about every stop in his coaching career,
particularly in Milwaukee, but always
seems to get the best out of them. Besides,
the time off has allowed him to take a look
at his approach to coachi

Karl already has set his sights on getting
Anthony to shape up.

A star as a rookie 1@1 seasan, Anthony
has had some growing pains this year. He
had a difficult summer lhal included a
clash with coach Larry Brown at the Olym-
pics, a fight at a New York nightclub, then
was caught with marijuana in his backpack
during the preseason (the charge was
dropped after a friend said the pot was
his).

Anthony has had plenty of troubles on
the court as well, struggling with shooting
woes and ankle injuries. If the Nuggets are
going to have success, Karl knows it will
start with Anthony.

“I'm going to be demanding of certain
things that he might not be happy with, but
T also respect that he’s a great talent,” Karl
said. “He being successful will only make
my job successful. I'm just going to commu-
nicate with him, coach him, mentor him,
try to teach him professionalism. I see a
great player that has plateaued.”

Assodlated Press Writer Ryan Nakashima in Milwau-
kee contributed to this story.

Bulls finally figuring out that
patience will trump panic

CHICAGO

eep in mind that coach

Scott Skiles gets paid a

lot to make sure the

glass always looks

half-full. Anybody else who says

they saw the Chicago Bulls in the

playoff hunt midway through this

season is either lying or had bet-

ter have a doctor’s note explain-
ing they’ve been in a coma.

The reason has little to do with
the speed of the Bulls’ turn-
around or the lack of precedent.
The NBA’s mantra, after all, is
“everybody makes a run,” and
just last season, the Miami Heat
‘stumbled 0-7 leaving the gate and
still managed to close a respect-
able 42-40 and make the playoffs.

So why not the Bulls? Before
we tackle that question, a word
from Skiles.

“That 0-9 start was probably
the scariest thing we’d had to en-
dure this season,” Skiles said
after practice the other day.

“But even then, we never saw
ourselves being any 0-9 team. At
least it didn’t feel that way. So
that gave us a mental head start
in turning things around. We al-
ways had confidence that we are
agood team.”

With Thursday night’s visit by
the Charlotte Bobcats marking
the official midpoint of the season,
the Bulls suddenly look like a very
good team. They beat the Bobcats
101-93 and have won five straight,
12 of 13, and 18 of the last 22.
Even in a weak Eastern Confer-
ence and a league filled with sur-

prises, that has to be the most sur-
prising development of all.

Skiles, of course, had a perfect-
ly reasonable explanation.

“We went from virtually last in
the league to first i in one major de-
fensive statistic,” he said, refer-
ring to his team’s ability to hold
opponents to a league-low 41 per-
cent field-goal shooting percent-

age But play-

ing great de-
fense is a
symptom
and not the
cause of the
Bulls"  suc-
cess.

Credit be-
longs mostly
to Skiles and
general man-
ager  John
Paxson, who
as recently
as six weeks ago had no reason to
believe their commitment and
tough love were about to be re-
warded.

Franchises reach tipping points
all the time, and at that moment,
this future of Chicago’s looked a
lot more like the Clippers than one
just a half-dozen years removed
from the salad days of Michael Jor-
dan. What the Bulls had in com-
mon with the Clippers was a hand-
ful of losing seasons, a team load-
ed with underachieving draft
picks and disgruntled veterans
who viewed Chicago as a rest stop
on the way to somewhere else.

Paxson turned out to be shrewd-
er than his predecessor Jerry
Krause. He found better players
in the draft and patiently pruned
the roster instead of cutting down
the tree and starting over one
more time. Then he quit med-
dling and let the hard-nosed

kiles do the rest.

Even so, as recently as Decem-
ber, the Bulls were flopping and
offers were coming in for Eddy
Curry and Tyson Chandler, the
high school phenoms whose ar-
rested development was the lega-
cy of the last administration. Pax-
son surrounded them with a bet-
ter mix of veterans and rookies
that turned out to be much better
than advertised. And while some
of Skiles' tenacity had clearly

Jim Litke

rubbed off on the young Bulls and
even the old ones, on paper noth-
ing looked different.

Coaches like to say that losing
affords better teaching opportuni-
ties than winning, but the Bulls
had lost so much that the opposite
turned out to be true. Three of the
rookies who came to Chicago —
Duke’s Luol Deng and Chris
Duhon and Connecticut’s Ben
Gordon — came from winning
programs and floor leader Kirk
Hinrich is just two seasons re-
moved from Kansas. Confidence
is a fragile commodity every-
where in sports, but at those plac-
es, patience always trumps panic.

In Skiles, they found a coach
willing to risk his own neck to buy
them the time to work it out. And
each, in turn, stepped up every
night as a kind of payback. Those
lessons have been reinforcing
themselves ever since.

“In this stretch, we're just find-
ing ways to win,” Hinrich mar-
veled. “Last year, we were find-
ing ways to lose.”

Don't get the wrong idea: The
Bulls may look, and play, like one
big happy family, but winning
hasn’t made Skiles go soft.

A few minutes after a grueling
practice ended last Friday, at a
time when his players used to
head back to the locker room, the
court was still nearly full. Two
days earlier, the Bulls’
seven-game winning streak had
been snapped in Boston, and the
quiet bus ride on the way to the
airport spoke volumes to Skiles.

“What was interesting to me
was you could hear a pin drop in
the bus. It was very quiet. You win
seven in a row, you drop one, there
could be a little, No big deal.

» Skiles said to everyone
snll w1thm earshot, “a big deal.”

m Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at:

James likely to miss
game with ankle injury

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — President
Bush wasn't the only notable fig-
ure at the Cleveland Clinic on
Thursday. LeBron James need-
ed another checkup.

James underwent further
medical tests
on is

NBA sprained left

- ankle, which

briefs Y

badly hurt as

it looked

when the Cavaliers star crum-

pled to the floor in the fourth
quarter Wednesday night.

James traveled with his team-
mates to New York but was not
expected to play Friday night
against the Knicks.

“From the looks of things, I
doubt very seriously if he’ll play
tomorrow,” coach Paul Silas
said. “We were hoping and pray-
ing that it wasn’t anything seri-
ous.”

About the same time Bush
was pitching his health agenda
during a forum at the hospital,
James had a thorough examina-
tion which did not reveal any
‘more damage to his ankle.

He'll be re-evaluated by train-
er Max Benton on Friday and is
currently listed as a game-time
decision. He came down on the
foot of Memphis forward
Dahntay Jones and rolled his
ankle on Wednesday night.

Attorneys: Bryant accuser
settled with tabloids

DENVER — The woman ac-
cusing Kobe Bryant of rape
reached a money settlement
with the owners of The Globe
and other tabloids that printed
her picture and stories about
her hotel encounter with the
NBA star, Bryant’s attorneys
said Thursday.

The tabloid publisher Ameri-
can Media Inc. agreed to pay the

woman an undisclosed sum, ac-
cording to court documents filed
by the defense in the woman’s
civil lawsuit against Bryant.

Bryant’s lawyers, who did not
disclose how they found out
about the alleged settlement,
said the woman’s attorneys
should have notified them.

L. Lin Wood, an attorney rep-
resenting the woman, did not im-
mediately return phone messag-
es Thursday.

The suit seeks unspecified
damages from Bryant for alleged
emotional injuries the woman suf-
fered since their encounter at a
hotel near Vail in June 2003. The
Los Angeles Lakers star said the
SeX was consensu:

Information about the alleged
settlement  with ~ American
Media came in a court filing sup-
porting Bryant's claim  that
media organizations and other
outside sources were at least
partly responsible for the wom-
an’s alleged injuries.

Wallace’s brother in court

ROCHESTER HILLS, Mich.
— The brother of Detroit Pis-
tons All-Star Ben Wallace ap-
peared in court Thursday and
was released on a $500 personal
bond on charges stemming from
one of the most violent brawls in
NBA history.

David Wallace was among 12
people — five Indiana Pacers
players and seven fans attending
the Pacers-Pistons game at The
Palace of Auburn Hills on Nov.
19 — to be charged in the melee.

A not guilty plea to the charge
of misdemeanor assault and bat-
tery was entered on his behalf,
said Paul Walton, an assistant
Oakland County prosecutor.

Another fan, 37-year-old Bry-
ant Jackson, was ordered Tues-
day to stand trial on a felonious
assault charge for allegedly toss-
ing a chair.
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Rockets lifting off

ORLANDO SENTINEL/KRT

The Houston Rockets started slowly despite picking up NBA scoring champ Tracy McGrady in the offseason. They are now five games over .500.

McGrady and teammates show some
muscle, living up to preseason hype

BY JOEL A

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — David Wesley was grateful to
leave the NBA’s worst team for one consid-
ered a playoff contender when he was traded
from New Orleans to Houston.

But to his astonishment, Wesley discovered
that the trade last month simply moved him
from one sub-.500 team for another.

“The first night I got here, my first question
was, ‘How are you guys losing? ” Wesley re-
called asking his new Rockets teammates.
“Man, I was surprised.”

Despite an offseason trade for reigning
NBA scoring champ Tracy McGrady that
paired him with All-Star center Yao Ming,
Houston got off to a 12-14 start and hardly re-
sembled a team thought to be a preseason title
favorite.

Look at those reeling Rockets now.

Since Wesley joined the team Dec. 27, the
Rockets have won 11 of 15 games and worked
themselves back into the crowded Western

picture. Heading into
I<‘nday night's game against Sacramento,
Houston has matched a season high with four
straight wins and moved five games over .500
(24-19) for the first time this season.

“It’s just come together for us,” point guard
Bob Sura said. “We're playing the way we ex-
pected to play.”

Of course, the addition of Wesley, a 6-foot-1
guard averaging 12 points in his 12th NBA sea-
son, has been only part of the recent resur-
gence of the Rockets.

McGrady has comfortably settled into a
role as the team’s top scorer without hogging
the ball. Yao has emerged from an early sea-
son slump. Sura has finally recovered from off-
season back surgery to become the team’s
steady floor leader.

And the trades for Wesley and guard Jon
Barry from Atlanta— players from two of the
league’s worst teams — in late December
have given the Rockets a much-needed boost
of intensity, toughness and veteran moxie.

SEE ROCKETS ON PAGE 34

Since acquiring guard David Wesley from New
Orleans on Dec. 27, the Rockets have won 11
of their last 15 games and improved to 24-19.

Hewitt ousts
Roddick for spot
in Australian final
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Georgia Tech stuns
No. 5 Wake for
much-needed win
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Delgado finalizes
$52M, four-year
deal with Mets
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027664"46314



